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need fear, noehing but dfplesſmg, or offending God, eſpeci 
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perſuade our ſelves that it would put an utter end to ww, It it the 
Tudgement to come, the never dying worm, the everlaſting flames 
and immortality that are to follow, that make men ſo loth to think 
of dying, ſo unwilling 'to hear of it, ſo ſurpriſed at any ſign or ſymp- 
rome of it. Were there no other ſtate after this, the generality of 
men would be ſo far from fearing death, that they would fly to :t 
& the- onely certain cure for the evils of this life, any little diſeaſe, 
pain and burthen that they could not eaſily gut rid of, they would 
ſeth a remedy for in death. Were there not, I ſay, in all men a 
natural dread of the ill Conſequences of death, I cannot but ima- 
gine that mens own hands would ſend more daily to the cold Grave 
than all the diſeaſes and caſualties that our bodies are liable to, and 
it would be ſo far from an inſtance of courage and bravery to 
deſpiſe death, that the greateſk Cowards would moſt deſire 
it and ſooneſt fly to it. But let them doe what ap can, they can- 
not wholly free their minds, at leaſt, from all ſuſpicion of another 
world, and that makes them moſh commonly ſo Hearful of dying. 
Se that it comes to the ſame, whether by death be meant bere of 
the' body onely, or a future tate; for that which makes us fear death 
is becauſe it leads 4 into another life. 
Therefore I ſhall now explain to you, 


I. How men by the fear of death are ſubjefted to Bondage. 
Ik Inquire what this fear of Death i that Chriſt delivers us 


T 


re Itl. How Religion doth free us from it. 


I. How men by the fear of death are ſubjefted to Bondage. For 
this is the natural effet# of any fear whatſoever, that it makes men 
—_—y -rhemrnge Fw Se 07 ye __ mean and vv) z 

Artic the fear of death ſo enſlaves thoſe that are poſſeſſed o 
C okip af neither think freely nor att freely, ar ;4 conſe- 
quently can neither be truely good nor really bappy in this life. 

This fear doth hinder men / thinking freely. And therefore 
we read of thoſe that baye commanded Bs none ſhould name this 
word in their tf Such perſons who are afraid to die, 


dare not give themſelves free liberty to exerciſe their minds, aud 


are fain to takg all occaſuns of diverting themſelves, and find any 
entertainment rather than be put in of their continual a 
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They "uſe all arts to ſtifle. and ſmother. ſuch thoughts ax Joon a 
they _ Their hearts are ready $6 fark; within ran they 
hear of any diſmal calamity that beth bajperi'd wato.18 "Neighbour 
7 na 9s an CE II 
tly come. this w generally true, t Can neit 
rr was Food Fo > in "Am » Who hath not maſtered 
car earn. | | 
It binders men from afting fredy. He i 4 ſlave to man, 
that hath enough to dot him s ebief, who @s afraid of 
death. Whatever Religion or Profeſſion he #« now of, you may ſoon 
threaten or ſcare him out of it, and make him whatever you pleaſe. 
Such 4 one Cannot wy yt. that he ſhall continue one 
longer in that mind, faith that be now holds. There i1no 
fin ſo vile or heinous, but what be may be brought to commit. Put 
but bis life in danger, fright him therougbly, and he will renounce 
all the Articles of pk Creed, and break all the Commandment; his 
Religion lays upon him, for every ene that doth but wear a ſword; 
And is not this a truely laviſh condition, when we can neither com- 
mand our own thoughts, nor be maſter of our own attions? And 
ris is certainly the caſe of all thoſe, that do not love Gad better 
than their lives, or that fear death more thin fin. Such @ one can 
neither be good nor hyppy;, not good longer than while be finds it 
ſafe and free from all danger, and bow can he be happy who ſtands 
in ſuch 4 continual dread that a thouſand accidents may this bour. 
happen to him, and that death muſt certainly befall bim, and that 
it is onely God's infinite patience that it doth not preſently. And. 
without any more words 1 know you will all grant this a miſerable 
ſtate. But now 1 do not ſay this is the effeft of all kind of. fear. 
of death, 1 muſt therefore more particularly ſhew what kind of fear 
it is that makgs men ſo unhappy. 
Moſt men have great __ to be afraid of dying, as much as. 
4 guilty Priſoner hath to be afraid of coming to his Tryal and. 
brought to bis Sentence. The more ſome men ; death, the more 
troubleſome thoughts and apprehenſions it occaſrons in them, the more- 
capable are they to be wrought upon by it. Nay indeed it is im- 
poſſible for @ ouilty perſon not to fear death, although perhaps. 
ſometimes out of a brave indifferency in the heat. of bloud and paſ-. 
fron, he may deſpiſe it, valianily ruſh into the midſt. of danger , 
and with a bold and daring ſpirit voluntarily expoſe himſelf to it, 
out ap of pretended honour. and: gallantry ;, yet let him think, 
coolly and ſoberly of ſuch: a thing, let him conſider of it with yr” 
| c 
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\F \ and F am fare: be m/l- be 


have great" reaſon to be 


Swine 52 6 9d nr ig +4 nd x 
-- Now here it may be azkyd,; Poppofog tor ronghe into extreme 
danger of his life for the ſake 0 eligion, in"a-rime- of 
ctvon, ond that” bath long profeſſed the. true Religion, but bath live 
very wnunſwerably to it,> end us guilty of many - grievens crimes un 
repented of, mhich bes own conſrienee for 5, of a ſud- 
den he is veer " _ ect dent rr "in bis. mind be 
# verily pe '*s 2rue, - tw (00072 fo. 4 ant to 
and HF hith bis Saviour, or elſe: rude ym wc faffar' wr 
what muſt ſudh a ve doe new'19 this caſe? the complies with. 
the command, be fins gri \ 4yminft the_ light" of bis imnind and. 
his own conſcientt,” and yet 'by ſuch a complyance he” gains-time of 
repentance, to make"hin» poace with (God,  and«to" beg his pardon for 
his crime , and-alſo' for all bis other - fins which "he. hath ſo long 
lived in, - If bechtlſes death, 5t is that which be 1 wh:lly nnpre par'd. 
for, be wwtre3ly Wnfit 'ro' appear before God; "and'be'can"expett nos. 
thing bits ſuffer Gud's v 6 for oht ſins\ of aa. ſprut\ life. 
Now what # to be done in (web ſad Tircumſtances ar theſe «+ It 8 
a caſe that may happen , and therefore to reſolve the. dewbt.. 1.ſhal 
propound briefty the e things to you, Viz." V3 & Wn, 
t. Ii point of duty what: this man uw boundt-to-doe. © Fhis.is moſs 
certain, © that no\ ſin ought to be commitread \upon- ary: conſideration 


whatever." Their dannwtion"s juſt, ſaith the" Apoſtie, than dos 
evil ehat good 'may come, Rom. 9. 8! It Win no\caſe,: creher juſts- 
fiable or prudent , to ſave our lives by any fr. ' It. 4s wwery one's 
duty, nay it is beſt even for the greartſt" of ſinners,” to laoſe his 
life a thouſand tintes yather\ than to dry One or his T ruth. Aud 
as for gaimng time for'repentance;\ it 133 be conſideread that 1hunwe:. 
are in ſuch'a ftirait, as that we" cammer live\uny longer: muthoxt + 
ſhut direftly and grievouſly againft\ onp confeiences, \vr-is Gad's 
will that we ſhould then die, the time of our repemancess vow over, 
and God by this Providence doth call m ont" of the warld. Now | 
when we will not ſubmit to this call, but will'no: ffck.to 'doe the 
greateſt villany, hiw can we expefb that God ſhould beſt aw-any\ far- 
ther grace upon w#; or that his Spirit "ofter- Apaſt «ſte jhould 
ſtrive any longer with #m. Commonity the effelt of 'ſnclr thingy is 
4 jugicial hardneſs, to be given up to a perverſe mind and _ 

probate 
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' 086 bath in fs. gyoſ# a manner wiolate 


39 v0ry direle hopp Vat ever be ſhould be again 
re" of ple wwnd.”\ Bdyl\pbr on1 to" dive” oltyed rhe 
ard for" fees of 


thoſe that had' once” lapfed Into \Taetarryy* What then Pall we [ : 
to boſe; who aft by F wicked tsft, * ad to their viher fins that of 
Hypecr ifie ? muy for a While lingrben” out their wrerched lives, 
but” it 43 tobe fear'd that they have ſhut themſelves out from all 
' hopes of the means of Grace. It i1-4 very improper ant unlikely 
way in order to attain the pardon of paſt frr, to commit the grea- 
wr we calv' be -puilty* of , 16 renoance'ow Whioar, | 
2. In ſuck a hes therrfore the Sinner is bonnid' to 4dore the juſtice 
of God's Fudgment; that by bij own croſs negle# and cartlefosſs be 
1s brought into ſuch miſery, for that he ought to have been always 
prepared for ſuch a time. Yet however, though be hath hig 
provaked God ," and' diſpleaſed him to the atmoſff', yet be will not 
deny. or er” bus _ he will ot —_— RT, 
diſewn his profeſſion 3" he will teave himſelf rs Gods mnfinite mercy A 
and will hs canes than offend him : and ſuch a refolute reſignation 
of. himſelf, ſuch- 4 generons and: noble profeſſion of his Faith, how 
far it 'may be acceptable with God, and prevail with him iu un- 
knows. 1n ſuck extraordinary 'inft ances, "Gvd may uſe extraordi- 
vneans in reference ro 1, and may tiſpente even with the 
s be bath td down ty: the Seripture! Indeed F cannot prove 
or produce «ny prom ſe for it, bus the example of the Thief 'on the 
Groſs, «who for an extraordinary inſt ance of Faith and Charity, 
obtain'd more than common grate, I think, and favour. And con- 
ſraeingahbr infinite goodneſs of Gol 5 1mruvre, ſhould have far more 
hopes of fob a por ſon;that after a wicked life ends his daies' bravely and 
courapiouſly rather than againſt his Fuagement and Conſciente, than 
of | 4 profane, oovetous, worldly, unclean Profeſſor, who bewail; his 
ſms ona fick:bed while he is wreſtling with a maſting diſeaſe, and 
hopes by bis prayers and good wiſhes and pious reſolutions to obtain 
ins pardon,” . And this was the ſenſe of the Primitive Church, that 
an. Neathen btihig* converted to Chr ianity ant ſufferiny for it, 
anony orher” Chieſtians, before be could maks. 4 publick Profeſſiun of 
it, "on "be baptized into it, that be ſhould inherit the reward of 
Chriſtians, this baptiſm in hi; own bloud ſupplying all other defefts, 


and 
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and. explaring all former fins. . 1 ſay it was the commen Opinion of 
the ancient 


athers, they. thought bis death. carried with it. the re« 
miſs of <5 pf fs I ſhall not taks wyon me to determine this, 
but thus much 1 think may be ſaid in the caſe propeſed, that todie 
for his Religion is the beſs means ſuch a perſon can uſe. to obtain 
his pardon, and does expreſs bis repentance to be ſure far better 
then adding the ſin of Apoſtaſie to all his others, But to makg ſure, 
the beſt way is to baſten our repentance, and' to_reform preſently, 
before the floods come, and the minds blow, and the ſtorms riſe ; 
by a new life to arm our ſelves againſt all the powers and rage of 
men, and then though we walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, yet we need fear no evil. T his therefore is as I told you a 
great reaſon to fear death. 

For death being in truth the greateſt of all natural evils that cax 
befall us, there is in al men 4 natural fear Fl it, which cannot be 
wholly rooted out by Religion, nor is it neceſſary that it ſhould be. 
If death had not been a_ natural evil, it had never been threatned 
nor jnflifted on mankind as a puniſhment for ſm. There is in all 
men a natural dread .of it, and we hardly count them worthy the 
name of men, that. are not affetted with « due ſenſe of it. And 
this fear is more or leſs. according to men] tempers. Some are much 
more timorous than others. To ſome the circumſtances that attend 
death are much more terrible than death it ſelf. Some fear diſeaſes 
and pain more than death, Some are loth to die for fear of their 
Poſterity, Friends, Relations, to whom they are uſefull, and for 

N t on mightily concerned. Some ave ns to go out 
of the world becauſe \they are in a capacity of doimg.. more 
4 it, which was - caſe of St. Paul. On the other hand ol. een 
willing to die onely through" wearineſs of life , out of peeviſhneſs, 
diſcontent and impatience, becauſe they are diſſatisfied with. their 
preſent condition, or cannot bear thoſe afflittions which Gods Pro- 
vidence bath exerciſed them withall;,, which cannot be reckoned 
vertue, unleſs in them who in their ſober minds and thoughts can 
willingly ſubmit to death, whenever it pleaſes God to call them to 
it» And yet ſuch upon a ſudden fright or ſurpriſe, when their lives 
are HNAWAYES ths into danver, may not be able to conquer their 
fear, but may ſhew a great diſquiet. They may earneſtly deſire to, 
Foes a ay oberg, t Lt may be yet _ - Roſh that 
! earch and try themſelves yet more ex curiouſly ;, 
that they may be Farther ſatisfied with the ſincerity and honeſty of 
their bearts and intentions. Many more inſtances I might give. 

But 


F 
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But now- that which owr Saviour frees ns from %, a troubleſome, 
rormenting fear of ' death, which thing alone diftwrbs m4, and fills 
us with confuſion and perplexity of ſpirit, when ever we chance to 
think of it. As when we are unreaſonably jealous and ſuſpicions of 
what Trials God's ordinary Providence may put us upen ;, when we 
are nnmeaſurably ſolicitons about the preſerving our health, or ſe- 
curing our ſelves from danger ;, when we are concern'd a4 if we had 
no hope, and are 4s unwilling to ſubmit to the ſtroke of death as 4 
ſullen Malefattour us to go to extcntion, Now ſuch a fear of death 
is worſe than death it ſelf. 

I now proceed to ſhew how Religion does free men from this trouble- 
ſome and anxious fear of death. And the, 

1. Means our Religion affords us to deliver us from this fear is, 
the conſideration of God's wiſe and grations Providence over ws. 
Not an hair of our heads ſhall fall to the ground without his leave. 
Our lives are in his bands who hitherto hath taken care of ns, and 
whatever he calls us to is with the higheſt reaſon, and the moſt excellent 
ends, and can we wilh any thing better to our ſelves than this would 
be, to be under the protetiion of the Almighty ? Would we live 
longer than infinite Wiſedom ſees fit for u:? Can we doubt of his 
care who is goodneſs it ſelf ? Would we have the diſpoſal of our own 
ſelves? Alas ! bow ſoon ſhowld we repent us of our choice, and run 
into all the ſeveral caſualties and diſmal dangers that can fall upon 
us? If we had nothing to depend on, or truſt. unto, but our 0 
counſels, prudence or carefulneſs, we might then have juſt reaſon to 
diſtruſt every man, and to expeii death in every place, we could 
not be too ſcrupulous or ſolicitous. Could I in the leaſt doubt of God's 
Providence over us, then indeed I ſhould neither eat nor ſleep ſafely, 
mor live one day in quiet ;, I ſhould not be able to doe any thing 
without anxiety and diſturbance, if I once could perſuade my ſelf 
that all the effefts that happen were wholly caſual, and not governed 
by an infinite underſtanding, that ſuperintends all affairs, and diſ- 
poſes of them as he ſees good. Nor is there any thing that can 
well ſettle mens minds in the midſt of ſo many ſecret and open dax- 
gers 4s We are every minute liable unto, in any tolerable patience, 
reſt, quiet and aſſurance, but this one conſideration, that nothing 
can befall us without the leave and ordering of the beſt and wiſeſt 
of Beings. Indeed the Turkiſh opinion of Fate, which bath ftrangely 
prevail 'd among Chriſtians, ought in reaſon to ſatisfie them againſt 

eſt dangers, that the number of the days of every man living 
is ſo determin'd by an unalterable decree, that it i1 impoſſible he 
| a 2 ſhould 
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fhowld tie before, or out live the time him by Goll before all 

the world. This made the Fellewers of Mahomet, who ſo fndionſly 

taught this Dottrine, to deſpiſe death and danger, not to fear it when 

they were in the extremeſt hazard of it 1, freely to wiſit their Neigh- 

bours when ſick, of the Plague, which we dare not do to one another in 

any ordinary diſeaſe, or to run wpon their Enemies ſwords or 

Cannons. For what can be ſtrange with thoſe, that are neither 

concern'd to prolong their lives , nor to avoid death? But this is no 

part of the Chriſtian Faith, We are told indeed the days of our years 

are Threeſcore years and Ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength, they be 

Fonrſcore years, yet #s their ſtrength labour and ſorrow : for it ts ſoon 

cut off, and we fly away, Behold, ſaith David, Thou haſt made 

my days as an hands breadth, And Job tells us, a man's days are 

determined, the number of his months are with God, he hath appointed 

his bounds that he cannot paſs, and in another place, that all men 

have their appointed time. All which ſignifies no more than this, that 

God in the general hath ſet bounds to a man's life beyond which he 

mill not ordinarily extend it , he hath ſet the term of our lives 

beyond which we ſhall not ordinarily extend them, which is about 

Fhreeſcore and Ten years, notwithſtanding which ſome die much ſooner, 0 
and ſome few live longer. But the Scripture nowhere teacheth us, that | 
the length of a man's life is ſo fixed by God that he ſhall not die | 
before ſuch a time, nor live at all beyond it, Nay, the contrary is 
plainly intimated" to 14. 

In all thoſe places of Scripture where long life is promiſed for the 
reward of obedience in any particular duty, which muſt imply ( if 
it (gnifie any thing ) that we ſhall live longer than otherwiſe we 
ſhould have done. Thus, Honour thy Father and thy Mather : that 
thy days may be long wpon the Land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, Now this promiſe can never reaſonably oblige any man to the 
performance of duty to his Parents, if it be abſolutely determined how 
long he ſhall live, Thus in the 23,Ex0d. And ye ſhall ſerve the 
Lord your God, and he ſhall bleſs thy bread and thy water, and take 
away ſickneſs from thee 5 the number of thy days will he fulfill, Not 
that he promiſeth that if they were obedient to kis Laws, they: ſhould 
live out the full age of men, and that he would preſerve them from 
frekneſs and diſtempers, No, for this were to no purpoſe, and t 
could expett no otherwiſe if they harkened not - unto, or diſobeyed God s 
words, So farther, in the 4. Deut. God promiſes not any ſhould live 
out. their days, but that they ſhould live longer than otherwiſe Par 
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ſhould, Thou ſhalt keep therefore his Statutes and bus Commandments, 
which 1 command thee reid that it may. ga well with thee, and 
with thy Children after thee, and that thow mayeſt prolong thy dyy1 
wpon the earth which the Lord thy God giveth thee for ever, 

To wicked men God often threatens ſudden and mwntimely+ death, 
that they ſhould die ſooner than otherwiſe they ſhould have done. 
The fear of the Lord prolongeth (or , as we have it in the Mare 
gin, addeth) days; but the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned. 
That is they ſhall not live ſo long as otherwiſe they might have done. 
Thus many men ſhall not live out half their days, not half the or- 
dinary time of a man's life. Moſt obſervable is the inſtance of King 
Hezekiah, in the 38. Ia. ro whom the Prophet poſitively declares; 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thine honſe in order, for thou ſhalt die ana 
not live : and yet upon his humble Prayer Fifteen years more were 
added unto his days, which otherwiſe he ſhould not have had, From 
which it plaifily appears that by ſin and diſobedience men may ſhorten 
their days and cut off from their lives, and by Piety and Vertue 
men may procure to themſelves a longer life and encreaſe of days, 
Now the length or ſhortneſs of our lives = often per our own 
voluntary attions, upon our pleaſing or diſpleaſing God, which cannot 
agree with that Dottrine of Fate I before mentioned. Nor do we 
need any ſuch opinion againſt the fear of death, becauſe we allow thas 
our life depends upon God's good will and pleaſure; that no inſtru- 
ments of death, no ill pratticer, can prevail againſt us without his 
appointment. And this is 4 ſufficient foundation. of aſſurance and con- 
fidence , notwithſtanding the frailty and wncertainty of our condition 
here, that the Watchman of Iirael neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth 5 
that his eye is always upon u« for Goods, that we ſhall live as long 
and as well as is really beſt for us, and then who would not be willing 
to die? Bmt, 

Another means our Religion affords ua to free a from the fear of 
death is 4 deadneſs to this preſent world and all the trifling pleaſures 
of it, For it is an over fond love and doating upon the things of 
this world and ſenſual enjoyments that makes perſons ſo unwilling to 
die, The more our appetites and. deſires are mortified- and ſubdued, 
the readier we ſhall be to bid an eternal farewell to all theſe things 
below, It is no wonder that thoſe who know no other happineſs but 
what is to be found in theſe lower Regions, are loth to be torn from 
their dear poſſeſſions, and to. venture. into a ſtrange Countrey which 
they bave ſo little knowledge of, But by this contempt of the. world 
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which owr. Religion teacher's, we forſake it in the love of it, even 
whilſt we are living, and ſo owr buſmeſs is better than balf done 
before hand, and we 'are freed from thoſe worldly tloggs and encum- 
brances that too often hang on our vertue and moſt raiſed affettions. 

Farwher, the Conſideration of Chriſt's conquering death for us gives 
a mighty encouragement againſt the inordinate fear of death. For our 
hieſed Saviour hath tafted death for every man and hath taken away 
its ſting, hath quelld its force and overcome its power, inſomuch 
that he is ſaid to have aboliſhed it. He hath made a way through 
death and the grave to his Father's Glory, and ſhall we be afraid 
like Saint Peter, to profeſs and fellow him whereſoever he goes ? Onr 
Prince and Redeemer hath voluntarily paſſed through it, and ſhall it 
grieve us to follow his ſteps, and to come to him through that paſſage 
by which he himſelf entred into his Kingdom? 

Laſtly, "The hope of ſalvation is another great means that our Chri- 
frianity adminifters to 1 againſt this baſe fear of dying. I haverread 
it 1s an ordinary ſaying among the Turks, that if Chriſtians had a right 
opinion concerning Heaven, they could not be ſo afraid of death, which 
& the onely way"to life. And it was reaſonably atked by the Philoſo- | 
pher. of hin that promiſed that all that were of bis Seft ſhould be ins- 
mediately happy as ſoon as they were dead, why then he did not preſenth 
die? Do we really believe a future Glory, and are we afraid to entey 
into owr Maſter's joy? What, are we Chriſtians, and yet would we live al- 
ways here ? Have we already attain d all the happineſs which we aſpire af- 
ter? Can'we be contented to know no more of God, to enjoy no more of his 
Glory, and'to lave' him ne more, than we can ave in this mperfet State? 
Are we unwilling 10 receive that reward which we daily pray for ? Thou 
knoweft not what thew art capable of, what perfettion, what happineſs thy 
foul ſhall exjoy, freed from this troubleſome Tabernacle, this luggage 
of fleſh, and art thou afraid of being tranſlated into the celeſtial Kingdom ? ( 
One glimpſe of that Glory which owr Saviour hath promiſed to us, would 
make as all long to be with Chriſt. No wonder Saint Paul was fo ready 
to die, when he had before hand beenrapt np into the third Heaven, and 
had ſeen and heard things not wtterable, Did we live in the hopes of 
the future happineſs we ſhall enjay; we ſhould not vatne any of the plea- 
ſures. hve. below, nor fear to nndergo any thing that' ſtood in his way 
between we and thoſe bleſſed Manſfons of happy Souls , where dwelteth 
God, and propetual peare and ſatisfaftion, free fronr af care ang diftur- 
bance; from all for and anxiety, from aft" pain' and danger; where 
avely- 15 to be fond perfeft contentment," eternal joy and —_— 
kr pineſs 
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prueſs, Chriſtians perfeftly bnew the felicity of the other life, they 
world LO of the preſem; they wonld be hardly able to brook 
or endure living, or any thing that detain d them from ſuch unſpeakable 
enoyments, Wo wnto ws t e, that yet dwell in Meſhech, and are 
forced to abide in the Tents of Kedar. Bleſſed, yea, thrice bleſſed, are 
are all thoſe that have paſſed this miſerable world, and are received into 
the heavenly Manſions, for one day there is better than a thouſand 
elſewhere, One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, and that will I ftill 
ſeth after, that 1 may live for ever with him, and behold his Glory, 
When ſhall we arrive at that eternal and celeſtial happineſs, where we 
ſhall have no more of theſe ſtorms and dangers ? When ſhall we paſs all 
fears, and cares, and grief, and troubleſome paſſions ? Even ſo ſaith the 
Charth, all true Chriſtians and ſincere Believers , come Loyd feſus, 
ome quickly, and deliver us from theſe crazy bodies, and put on ns that 
howſe that is eternal and in the heavens. - Is it fo plenſant to 19 19 wan- 
der to' and fro in this wilderneſs, and be toſſed np and down upon theſe 
troubleſome waves ? And can it be grievous to us to think of arriving at 
our journeys end ? How ſoon would all the grief and pain and wneaſmeſs 
that accompanies ſickneſs, and the very pangs of death paſs away z when 
once we have received owr Crown ? We ſhall be fo taken ny with theſe 
ſmrpaſſing joys, that we ſhall have no leiſure to \of © what we have 
andergone's alt the troubleſome paſſage will ſow vaniſh. I confeſs that 
for men who have no well grounded hopes of eternal life, it is reaſon- 
able for them to fear death, as 'the day of their execmion, when they 
ſhall receive the juſt reward of their evil doings, Byt to you 1 now 
ſptah who” profeſs to have an hope of this bleſſed immortality z for you it 
if 4 finime to be afraid of death. It is for themi-onely t6 fear death, 
as one of the Ancients ſaid, who world go to Chriſt, - This is the onely 
thing" that makes men take death ſo heavily, they do not veally believe 
ors things our Saviour hath promiſed ; if they” did they would look 
»pon death as the :greateſt happineſs that can befall them. Why art 
thou then thus cafs down, O my ſoul, Why art thou diſquie- 
ted within me? We contradi4, at leaſt we diſparage our faith, 
by our fear of death; ſince it is the Gate that leads into the heavenly City, 
mto the new feruſalem. We ought rather to entertain the thoughts of it 
with a ſmile, and bid it heartily welcome, as the end of all my labour 
and torment, all my forrows and cares : as that that would give me a 
ty of him that dyed for me, and convey me into his armes and embraces 
hl Yoed his blowd for my ſont; and carry me into a Kingdom of peace and 
Righteouſneſs and eternal joy, &nd would bring me into the company of . 
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the famons Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrt, Confeſſonr: and all holy men 
and womens, which will again reſtore to me the Setiety of thoſe Friends, 
Relations, dear Children and Parents, whoſe loſs I have fo ſadly bewoan'd 
and reſtore them again refined from all dreſs, infinitely more lovely and 
amiable than ever they were before. Oh! how ſhall we pleaſe our ſelves 
when once our ſouls are diſentangled from this lower world? Thou art afraid 
to go to a ſtrange place, where thou never wert before, and from whence no 
Friend that is gone thither before hath ever returned to tell thee what it ir; 
but is it net ſufficient to know it is our Father s houſe, onr Saviour's King- 
dom, a place of uninterrupted joy and happineſs ? All the affliftions of this 
life are not worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be reveal. 
Let us fix in our ſelves theſe conſiderations, and we ſhall ſee nothing tex- 
rible in death, or think ſtrange of being born into the inviſible world, which 
though it may be attended with ſome pain and hardſhip, yet the joy 
that we are delivered from this miſerable life will ſoon make us infinite 
amends, Nay indeed were there noother advantage, but onely the putting 
an” end to thoſe diſquieting fears of death, death it ſelf ſhould be leſs 
dreadfull to us. Inthe other life there is no more fear of dying, no diſ< 
eaſes can overtake ns, we ſhall be above all the ſolicitudes and tronble- 
ſome concerns of nature, Inure therefore your minds to this, till it hath 
reconciled to you the thoughts of death, this is the moſt happy and perfett 
fate that we can arrive to here, to have as the uſtal expreſſion iz, Vi- 
tam in patientia, mortem in defiderio, ro be content to live, and yet 
deſirous to die, and to enter into the poſſeſſion of thoſe great things which 
God hath laid up for thoſe that fear him, Such —— a hardtobe 
willing to live, as to be defirons of death. Perſons affefted with a due 
ſenſe of immortal happineſs, may doubt which is bardeft,, to bear life 
or to ſuffer death. Thus hath our Saviour delivered us from this ſla- 
wiſh fear of death, by bringing life and immortality to light through the 
Goſpel, And itis all the peace and consfort of onr lives to be raiſed above 
the fear of death. 
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RANCIS CLAVDE was a Paſtour of great Piety, 
performing his. Office with much Honour in the 
Churches of Montbaziliac and Cours near Bergerac 

- in lower Guzenne, where he died 1n his ſeventy fourth year. 
He had a Son called Fohn Claude, a famous Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, whoſe Life I now undertake to write, for the be- 
ſlowing upon his memory an inſtance of the Eſteem and Af- 
fe&tion | had for him, and the gratifying the deſire of ſuch as 
onely knowing him by his Writings, will, as is very natural, 
be curious to be informed of the principal Circumſtances of 
the Life and Death of this great Man. 

B Monſieur 
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Monſieur Claude was born at Salvetat, in the year 1618. 
His Father , being a Lover ot Polite Learning, took care 
of his education during his youth, after which he went 
to finiſh his Studies in the Academy of Montauban : There 
cid Monſieur Claude ſtudy Philoſophy ; his Wit beginning 
then to find matter to exercite upon, made him quickly dit- 
tinguif}'d trom all the other Students in Philoſophy ; and 
though he was no harder Student than his Companions, yet 
the flame of his imagination carried him fo far that he made 
greater progrels in that Science in fix months than his fel. 
low Students in a year. 

After he had accompliſh'd his courſe in Philoſophy, he 

began to ſludy Divinity under Meſteurs Garriſoles and 
Charles, Proteilours in that Academy : he more particularly 
applied himſelf ro Monſieur Charles, whoſe memory he ho- 
nour'd all his like long. I know not whether the Confor- 
mity of theſe two great Genizs's might not from that time 
. contra this Union of Hearts ; tor as Monſieur Claude had 
an Admiration for his Maſter, we may alſo affirm, that 
the Maſter reliſh'd the Chara&er of his Diſciple ; that he 
lov'd him tenderly , and ſpake of him as of a young-man of 
moſt hopefull expeRation. 
- His Father, being deſirous to fee him in the SanQtuary , 
did a little haſten the time of his reception into the Miniſte- 
ry , for he was not full twenty five years old when he was 
admitted as Miniſter ; he loſt thereby the opportunity of 
travelling, of ſeeing other Univerſities, that of Saumur el- 
pecially where were Profeſſours of ſuch vaſt Learning, and 
where was to be found that Politeneſs of Language and Man- 
ners as very rarely paſſes beyond the Loire, and which ne- 
vertheleſs was fo much his Province. 

He was admitted Miniſter in the Synod of upper Guienne 
and upper Languedoc, in the year 1645. he was aſſigned Mi 
niſter to the Church at La 7reyne, his Father was nominated 
by the Synod to ordain him , and he had this Comfort, 
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which is the greateſt a man of his CharaQter can receive, 
Monfieur Claude ſerved this Church but one year. 

The Synod of upper Languedoc benefic'd- him with the 
Church of Saint Afrique in Rovergae , and this to ſupply 
the Place of Monſieur Martel ; this Church was not con- 
ſiderable for a numerous Congregation, but had had the good 
fortune of being ſerv'd by Miniſters of Extraordinary merit; 
Monſieur Gaches, who died Paſtour at Pars, and Monſieur 
Martel Profeſſour of Divinity had there exerciſed their Mi- 
niſtery, and this little Flock, glorying in thoſe two great 
Names, imagin'd that, for the keeping up its Fame, it could 
not doe better than to pitch upon Monſieur Claude. 

In Sciences, as in War, great Men are not accompliſh'd 
in a day, herein Art as well as Nature requires Time and 
Induſtry. Monſieur Claude fiudied hard at Saint Afrique, 
thougl]t his Sermons took him up leis tine than his other 
Studies, he preaching with great facility ; he had a Wit that 
eaſily conceived things, a Judgment that did not fail of dif- 
poſing each Piece in its due place, an Expreſſion fo fluent, fo 
eaſie, ſo juſt and ſo maſculine, that People had much adoe to 
diſtinguiſh what he ſaid with meditation, from what he had 
written. The Church of Caſtres, famous for the honour it 
had of poſſeſſing in its boſome the Officers of the Chamber of 
the Edit of Nantes, and a vaſt number of other perſons of 
Quality and Learning, intreated Monſieur Claude in his 
paſſing that way, to givethem a Sermon. He preach'd there 
one Sunday, and fill'd his whole Auditory with Admiration, 
ſofaras to give occaſion to a very ſingular Declamation which 
a very able Man made in favour of him, and which the 
publick will poſſibly be glad to be intormed of fince it re- 
dounds to his Honour: A numerous Company were diſcour- 
ſing of Monſieur Claude's Sermon, Ladies there were that 
ſpake their opinions, thoſe & the beſt tenſe were extremely 
well fatisfied with it, others of the order of thoſe that a 


little too much mind the Preacher's voice, face and actions, 
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durſt not ſoopenly paſs their Verdicts, and ſtaid firſt to know 

a worthy perſon's Judgment then preſent ; I am perſuaded 

they did not expeCt ſo ſmart an anſwer, when they heard him 

fay, that he could wiſh with all his heart he had but one 

Eye, like that Miniſter, provided he was capable of preaching 
as well as he. There needed no more to perſuade them that 

he had preached very well, firce this Gentleman, who was 

a perſon extremely handſome, valued that Sermon at ſohigh 

a rate. 

This Sermon made a ſtrong impreſſion upon Peoples 
minds, ſo far that the Officers of the Chamber of the Edi&, 
wanting a Miniſter, ſeveral of them caſt their Eyes upon 
Monſieur Claude, but there were motives alſo, that brought 
another into the ele&tion, the Lot was caſt upon theſe two 
Paſtours; and Providence, that had deſtin'd Monſieur Claude 
for ſomething greater, depriv'd the Church of Caftres of the 

Comfort it would have received from his Miniſtery. 
But if the Church of Caſtres had not the honour of ha- 
. ving Monſieur C/aude for its Miniſter, it had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing that he came to chuſe a Wite in its boſom, and that it 
thereby acquired a kind of right over this great man. He . 
there married Mademoiſelle Elizabeth de Malecare, on the { 
eighth of November 1648. the bare choice of a man of that 
merit ſpeaks in favour of her that was to be his Wife, the 
came of a very'good Family, her Father was Advocate in Par- 
liament; ſhe made good her Birth and the Declaration which 
Monſieur Claude made in her behalt , which will be ſeen in 
| this Hiſtory, juſtifies the eſteem and affeftion he had for her 
| till death. 

Monſieur Claude ſerv'd the Church of Saint Afrique for the 
ſpace of eight years, being belov'd by his Flock, known and 
deſir'd by ſeveral Churches, eſtggm'd and honour'd in the Sy- 
nod of upper Languedoc ; whereat he was annually preſent ; 

but amidf(t all theſe Bleſſings he conſider'd, as the moſt preti- 
| ous, the Birth of a Son which God gave him according to 


his 
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his Heart, on Wedveſday the fifth of March, 1653. and who 
was nam'd 1ſaac Claude, it fo fell out at this time that the 
Church of Niſmes which was one of the beſt Churches in 
France, ſought within and without the Provinces for a man 
that could bear the weight of that burthen; a Miniſter, in 
ſhort, that was proper for Preaching, for Diſputation and 
the Conduct of a great Flock. Monſieur Claxde's reputation 
being ſpread far and near made them quickly determine upon 
the choice they were to make; they ſent as Deputies to him 
Gentlemen of the greateſt Eminence, that they might not 
miſs their aim ; tlieſe Gentlemen diſcourſt him , made him 
moſt obliging Offers, and accompliſh'd their Deſign; -for he 
was appointed Miniſter tor their Church by the Synod of up- 
per Languedoc. 

The Serviceot this Church was very painfull, the Preach- 
ing there every day, the Sick taking up a great deal of 
the Miniſter's time ;. Eccleſiaſtical matters requiring no leſs 
application, Monſieur Claude was not ſtartled at this new 
task ; he found time ſufficient to accompliſh all his duties, 
the beauty of his Genius and his Induſtry provided for all the 
occaſions of his Flock. .. 

Howmuch ſoever buſicd in the common FunCtions of his 
Office, he feund leiſure to begin a Work which he would 
have finiſh'd, but for a Diſappointment that broke his mea- 
ſures. He was refuring the method of Cardinal de Rzch- 
elieu, when he heard that the Synod of lower Guienne had 
given that emploiment ro Monſieur Martel, Profeſſour of 
Divinity, he would not ſtand Candidate with his Brother in 
the Goſpel, and the deferenc? he had for the Company, 
whence he held his Commitlion, cauſed him to lay his Pe 
aſide. | | 
. As Monſieur Claude was born for a Chair of Divinity, and 
that his Wit naturally turn'd that way, there was always 1n 
Niſmes a conſiderable number of Students in Divinity fo far 
advanced as to be admitted tomake Probationary ae" to 

whom 
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whom he read Le@ures of Divinity ; his w ay of Teaching , 
was ſo neat, the matters he explain'd ſeem'd fo well med 
tated and ſo happily fitted to the uſe of the Pulpit and to the 
underſtanding of Holy Writ, infomuch that he cauſed them 
to make no leſs progreſs in the knowleged of Divinity, than 
in the beſt Academies'; hence came that great concourle of 
Divinity Students; nay, and there has been ſeen to come 
from this kind of Private School Diſciples of merit, that 
made good the Pains of the Maſter that inſtructed them. 
Monſieur Claude's Miniſtery did too much tructifie in 
Niſmes in the opinions of the Roman Catholicks ; the rumour 
of his Reputation daily augmenting, was an iumportunate 
ſound, that wounded their ears, a certain preſage that he 
would not be long at quiet. And indeed he was fſnatch'd 
from that Church by one of thoſe extraordinary ways 
which People of his Character and ſingular worth do daily 
experience ; his knowledge, his ſteadineſs, his zeal, created 
a jealoulie in a man whoſe ſentiments were not ſo upright as 
his. Monſieur Claude knew that he eſpous'd the project of 
our ruine, under the ſpecious veil of an accommodation of 
Religion; he openly oppoſed this deſign; he was the Mo- 
deratour of a Synod of lower Languedoc ; there did he break 
his meaſures ; and in that Province diſmounted the machine 
of re-union, which the Court has abandon'd in theſe latter 
days, as being of too ſlow a movement, and that it can more 
caſily effe& thoſe ends by other means, there needed no 
more to fetch Monſieur Claude from Niſmes; a Decree of 
Council was intimated to him, by which he was interditted 
the exerciſe of his Miniſtery throughout the whole extent 
of the Province of Languedoc. He forbore Preaching, and 
went to Court , being onely ſupported by his innocency, he 
there proſecuted his concern for near ſix months, but all in 
vain, tor the Reſolution wasalready taken, not to revoke the 
leaſt of any thing that had been done againſt us ; and more 
eſpecially to weary out the Miniſters who were not pleaſing 
to the Governours of the Provinces. In 
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In this Journey did he compoſe that little Tra&t which 
anſwers that of the perpetuity of the faith of the Catholick 
Church touching the Euchariſt ; this was his firſt Piece that 
was made publick; this Tra& of his made a noiſe in the 
World; the Roman Catholicks were at a loſs to know the Au- 
thour's Name ; the Fanſeni/ts who felt the weight of the 
blow, would needs know the hand from whence it departed; 
but all the pains they took in order to this diſcovery were 
for a long while all in vain, and we may fay that as they 
have laugh'd at the uneaſineſs the Jeſuits had been under to 
find out the Authour of the Provincial Letters, they in their 
turns made this occaſion their diverſion, as dM many other 
People who were not forry toſee an Authour ſtand forth, who 
allarum'd that party by a Work of thirty Pages. 

This little Tract did Monſieur Claude ſo much honour, 
that it well deſerves we enlarge a little upon it, and the par- 
ticular Circumſtances that it affords, will reward the Reader 
for the time he may beſtow upon what we are going to ſay 
of it. 

The Tradt of the Perpetuity of the Faith of the Catholick 
Church touching the Euchariſt, compos'd by an able Far- 
ſeniſt believed to be Monſieur Arnaud, had Monſieur de 
Turenne in view, the Court had the ſame aim in perſuading 
him to change his Religion, and the Faxſeniſts eſpouſing 
this deſign hop'd to acquire honour by this Conquett ; bur 
as he was a Prince, who without playing the Divine had a 
right ſenſe to judge whether the Argument was good or bad, 
it was neceſſary to chuſe a matter that was beyond the com- 
mon reach of his Lights in Religion, and to pals his under- 
ſtanding, by drawing him into che vaſt ficlds of antiquity ; 
as being a region proper to impole upon Strangers and new 
Commers,who do not well know the Map of that Countrey. 
No fitter Subje& for a trepan could have been choſen than 
that pitcht upon by this Authour ; he prerended to prove 
that the Do&rine of the Real Preſence, had been the con» 


ſtant. 
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ſtant Faith of the Church, till the time of the Reformation, | 

(a great prepoſſeſſion in France, for a heart that wiſh'd for a | 

Rehgion that accommodated it ſelf with his fortune) the | 

turn which this Writer took was very ingenious ; how faid 

he a thouſand years of a peaceable poſſeſſion, and a profound 

ſilence do they not ſufficiently juſtifie the Faith of the 

Church upon this Article, it peaceably enjoy'd its right till 

Beranger ; and as ſoon as this man ofter'd to open his mouth 

to combat this truth, all roſe up againſt him, and he 

was condemn'd by the firſt Council held at Rome by Pope 

Leo the Ninth, in the year 1053. Before him none had 

combated the Real Preſence, therefore it was the univerſal 

Sentiment of the Church. : 

This Authour does ſtill ſomething more, for to the proof 

of the matter he adds that of right, that is to ſay, that he 

means to prove, that if the Church had been oft the Pro- 

teſtants opinion it would have made fo ſenſible an alteration 

in Chriſtendom, when it chang('d its belief upon this Article, 

and that it fell into the Faith ot the Real Preſence, that there 

is not an individual, but would have ſen{ible of this Innova- 

tion, ſeeing the thing could not fail of being ſo of it ſelf ; 

Nevertheleſs he is perſuaded, that none ever complain'd of 

upon this account ; whence he infers that no change has been 

made in the Doctrine; nay, and that this change 1s not 

even poſſible after the manner we conceive it; this ingent- | 

ous method affected Monſieur de Turenne, he found in this | 

reaſoning an air of truth of too large extent for his know- 

ledge, his doubts were known, and perſons of the firſt Qua- 

lity and of an exemplary Piety endeavoured to diſperſe theſe 
mu eluſions, they caſt their eyes upon Monſicur Claude who was 

then at Pars, he would not oppoſe what they defird of him, 

becauſe he found himſelf thereunto engag'd by the ſenſe of 

his-Conſcience, and by the reſpet he had for the perſons 

who required his afſiſtence, thus he writ, and this was the 

true occaſion of that Diſpute. 


Monſieur 


| 
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Monſieur Claude underſtood very well that this was but an 


ilt way: to make his Court for his reſtoration to the Church 


of Niſmes, but he did not ſtand wavering, what courſe to 
take, he ſaw that he was gol to enter the liſts with a 
Writer of mighty name, he ops that God woud give him 
the grace to maintain his Cauſe. Mefſlieurs Blondel and 
_—_ whoſe Writings - were to be defended, were Au- 
thours conſummated in the ſtudy of the Fathers; they ſeem'd 
to have exhauſted the matter which Monſieur Claude un- 
dertook- to treat of; if we find that he ſometimes walks in 
their ſteps,: we thall alſo ſee that he makes new diſcoveries, 
and his mannerof handling this ſubje&t is ſo fine, ſenſible and 
ſtrong, that| we may affirm it to be a method, wholly new, 
whereof Monfieur Claude is the firſt Authour : in ſhort, as he 
had tryed the ſtrength of his Genius, he was ſenſible of an 
air of confidence, which aroſe from the ſtrength of the 
truth hg was going to defend ; this was his diſpoſition when 
he began to write upon-this matter. His Anſwer is ſhort, 
but-it is the. fulleſt and cloſeſt Work that had till then been 
ſeen upon this SubjeR.; the Authour ſpeaks little, but lay' 
a great deal in few words; and the Hypotheſes which he 
ſtates are ſo well meditated, fo juſt, back'd with ſuch good 
reaſon, that there is no ſtaggering them, whatever onſet has 
been made upon them; nay, and we ſhall find that all the 
trains of this great Diſpute are ſo many lines that depart 
from that center, and which after divers illuſtrations and 
long evaſions return thither as to their true Principle. 
Monſieur C/aude undertakes to prove in his Anſwer, that 
this change termed a chimera, and look'd on as a thing 
impoſſible, did effeftually happen ; he ſhews the time, man- 
ner and principal Authours that favour'd it ; he makes ap- 
pear how eaſe it is to alter a Point of -Do&rine when thoſe 
three things concur together, 'as has been ſeen in that of 
the Euchariſt ; firſt, when it is under-hand attacqu'd, and by 
way of explication, ſtill retaining _ ſame terms, _ 
crate 
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crated by a long uſe 89. that genes 3 Gnpdly, when! this in 
novatiog 5.98 Ala el 4rd the - worſhip, and 


irdlya when, the 'errour, nds; a- happy-;age wherein to 
read its. darkoefs: He JFOves {ſo well that theſe three 
t] ings. have concury'd. in the.change of belief, upon the ſub- 
ject of the, Fucharil ; #hat .alf, hjs reaſons-are as ſo many de- 
monſfrations, againlt which, there-is no;offering any. thing, 
that can weaken. the proof of, them, - - | 
The Authourof. the little Trad of the perpetaity of the Faith 
of the Catholick Church, touching the Euchariſt, hath ated in 
this Debate as ſhrewd, men do, who 'have nice concerns to 
defend in. the Courts. of: Juſtice, for though you:produce a- 
gainſt them a vaſt. number. of Witnefſes, :confiderable both 
tor their Worth.and their Digaity, they' plainly-perteivethat 
the onely way to Ward oft. the Blow that wou'd: otherwiſe 
deſtroy them; is to endeayour to invalidate the proof by re- 
proaches good or bad, which robs theſe witneſſes. of gl Cre- 
dit ; and thus you have a vaſt field; open: to contempt, to 
foul language, and impoſture :: Nay, and we have ſeen ſuch 
as by a cunning fight ſuggeſted to: them. by their danger, 
endeayour to derive advantage from. the teftimony that- has 
been urg'd. againft them; however -oppoſite- it. may. be' to 
their Juſtification, , and- this, is much the Chara&er of that 
Authour. Monſieur Clawge underſtoad; his defign veryiwell, 
he trac'd him exaQly through alk his windings,” and' as it 
highly behov'd him to maintain the Dignity, Integrity, 'and 
Authority, of the, teſtimonics: which: Mcſſicurs. Blonde! and 
Aubertine had produc'd, we may affirm, that\he'did'ir with 
all the evidence, and all the ſtrengttnthat can be:deſir'd in-z 
diſputation of that nature, which turn'd much more upon 
matters of fat, than upon queſtions of right. | 
| Monſieur Claude, having.notbeenableto get the Prohibiti- 
ons taken oft that had been exhibited againſt! his; officiating 
his Paſtourſhip-in Nz/mes, or in any. other: Town of Lan- 
gxedoc, departed from Paris after ſix months. abode * that 
| own, 
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145 ade to ſuffer, 
F'With an abſolute 


day. The Church aſſembled for His Votation, 'a Place was 
offer him, he accepted it, and the Synod' authoris'd the 
choice of the Church. He had ferv'd*iphr years the Church 
of Niſmes, when he'ſctled in that of" "roi where he 


Raid bttt four years, but wirh'f6 mich delight, cliatT have 
heard him often ſay that that time composd the fiveetelt 
and happieſt period of his Life. He there liy'd in a perfect 
Union with his Coltegues, beitig* cheriftit ahdeſteem'd by 
His Chitreh; and-being 'charm'd with the Beguties of thar 
Olim#&; Which he tbok*r upon” as his ſecond place of Nati. * 
Viry haviiig there perform'd his Studies: 0p bee 
'There'did he'compbſe his anfiver to the ſecond Tra of the 
perpetdiny of thy Faith of the Euchariſt, but did not imagine 
that the 'Matitiſcitpt He had tefe.t "Paris, wou'd ofie day be- 
coitic aſubjet-of k RE, OMA: it wasVhely mage for 
the inſtruction of 'Monfitur Ze Turemie; who declar'd him- 
felf to be fatisfied with it; neverthelefs this Work was three 
years'after'taket'tota$k, and the Authour of the of $554 
ty of "the Faith of the "Carhbiitt Chitreh, touching the Eucha» 
71/t thade "an 4ri{wtrirtiereutiree, 2 
' FePalongs tittte not'andy Book about Refgion had been 
ſetn th Praxce, 'thitt miade fotnuth Hoiſe #s this, > 
| C 2 thour 
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thour not onely attackt the aſhes of a, ſoq that are ſel- 
dom ear poke md doo tioformer TRc, whe Make 
ly ran 'over the Book, of Monſieur Aubertize, be knew - he 
had to doe with another Authour, who was not to be ſligh- 
ted, which inſpu'd him with a defign of writing after a 
more ſinewey; and more eJaborate -manner. Whether the 
event prov'd anſwerable to. his good intentions 1s a point 
which I leave the Readers, to judge of ; it onely appears as 
to me that Monſieur Claude was not of that opinion, and 
that if he found more art- in the ſecond Tract than in the 
former, more wit and more care to conceal. the ' weakneſs 
of the matter, which. the Authour therein defends, yet did 
he not therein obſerve the moreſolidity. He ſaw in 4t ſome- 
"what leſs ſincerity, and eruptions of mind againſt perſons 
of merit and probity, to whom the publick has not done 
the fame Juſtice as this: Authour. 

To remain mute when the whole Kingdom ſpeaks, ſuch 
filence ſeem'd affeted to. Monſieur Claude, the Roman Ca- 
tholicks ſaid openly, that this laſt Book made their cauſe 
triumph, and that it would not be anſwer'd ; the Proteſtants 
did not ſpeak with ſo much arrogance though they had 
much greater confidence, being: neceſſitated. to curb their 
ſentiments, when hey were treated with 11] Language; .and 
to make ſemblance of fearing Books, that did not perplex 
them much at the bottom, and this piece was of that rank. 
Monſieur Claude ventur'd the. repoſe. of his Life by . an- 
fwering it, the event did-bux too well juſtific him, he never- 
theleſs determin'd to maintain his firſt Traft, by refuting 
the Book which made fo much noiſe at that time, and this 
is the piece bearing the Title of, an anſwer to the ſecond 
Tra of the perpetuity of the Faith of the Euchariſt, this 
work is of a much larger bulk than. the former, though it 
turns muck upon the ſame principles.; it was necellary to 
be more particular. in Citations, in the choice of proots, in 
the order and light wherein they were tobeſet, and the con- 

ſequences 
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ſequences that- aro. t9;be thence derived, and this courſe is 
perhaps-what is moſt difficult in a' diſputation of the nature 
of this unger our conſideration. Monſieur Claude knew it 
very well, and on' that account, did he contrive a method 
painfull jor himſelf, bur cafie and uſefull for his Readers, he 
onely.took what-was moſt eſſential in the paſſages of the Fa- 
thers, and which was ſerviceable-to his Subje ; he ſays not 
too much for fear of wearying our attention; he ſays tuffici- 
ent to. illuſtrate his matter ; the Arguments he brings upon 
theſe teſtimonies are ſhort, but pertuaſive, whether that- he 
backs his own cauſe, or attacks that of the Church, of Rome; 
and becauſe it isa ſubjet containing ungratefull. matter by rea- 
ſon of the ſame expreſſions of the: Ancients, which are often 
reiterated in this kind of conflict. Monſieur Claude thought 
fitting, to enliven his matter with a gayety of diſcourſe, yet 
without deviating from- the -Character of a wiſe and Ma» 
jeſtick Writer. 

The Authour of the Treatiſe of the Exchariſf, made it 
matter for his Diverſion, one while to inſult our cauſe 
whoſe weakneſs he deplores, another while our Reformers 
whom he ſpeaks of with extreme contempt, and ſometimes 
Monſieur Claude himſelf, looking on his demonſtrations as 
petty eluſions, which vaniſh at the approach of his lights : 
I know not whether he imagin'd when he meditated hiscom- 
mon place of Metaphors, that Monſieur Claxde wou'd 
upon that paſſage ;. he was certainly miſtaken if he had that 
opinion: Montieur Claude found out the weaknels of, it, 
makes marry with it in more than one place, as well as at 
that method of the Authours, of putting proofs into. abr 
jetions, and objeRtions into proofs. He commends his ju- 
dicious. filence, which makes him paſs.quick over the grea- 
teſt Difficulties, and his Prudence. that makes him dwell, 
upon things that ſeem the moſt eaſie. ; This is what Mon- 
fieur Claude calls in the condutt of the Authour, an affefta- 
tion of ſpeaking in a Slumber, ſo to lull us aſleep by his own 
Example. 
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Exainple. * There ave plates iMd6e4,” Where he'fotes Hot ſeeth 
robetinis worited gdod Hutnour,' and" this 4s when he cati- 
not bear what Writers of 'that Cottimution'call Pious frauds 
I mean the manifeſt alterations; Which 'the Authour makes 
of ſome paſlages, as to'the'ſenſe, the'terrtis and ons, 
one:3s/in'the Fomily'of the Euchariſt for 'cofifecration attri- 
buted{to $t. Chryſo om, though it be none of his, the other 
is/taken from Lite Anacorete. - <p 
Fame, which hts"in magni ObjeRs; qu 
paverhe: alarm —_ the rho fecrer rumonr wa 
abotit Paris; that the unknown” Aurhour,” wasinfwer- 
hg! this feond Traft of the Exchari. The ihain body 
detxelt forthe: of its Emmiſfries, to find out whence ' this 
Nevs' cate, and in what part-of the Earth this hardy 
Minifterliv'd, who cate fo di Huſt the Glory of ſuchas had 
the Vopgue' of being the moſt Learned and moſt Polite Wri- 
ters of France ; ſome of them brought back word, that the 
Auth6Uur they were in queſt of was Morifieur Clmile : This 
Wis a ſufficient intitnation'to thoſe Gentlemen, for thetn to 
take rheir me#ſures; they wrote to the Biſhop 0f-AHmranbay, 
a Prelite eminent at tlizt time 'for his Sermons, which®the 


Coutt had relif*e, ard for the engagetnents he had had with 
the Fanſenifts ; they entreated him to khow whether Mon- 
fiewPClarde was writing, to ſee his Papers'if poſlible, and to 
hint thertr with the ineent of the, This Prelate ſped 
ittgito their defires, 'Monſienr Claude" hal 'been ob- 

ad to he bith, H& was Khown "by him, "if T' Bare fay i, 

&m'd,” a thing rare ih France, evtiſiderity that'? 
dftance; which is is preſurn'd'tobe between theheight of ar! Epiſ: 
c6pal - Croſier, and 'the bare crook - of one of our” Paſtors: 
Lots Bio peeritrexted Mohfitur © /andeto ral'him; he: 

it wes Broke; that'he Was anfweting 'Monſicar Ho p 
= was theſlylear that rime, char he wor'd Hoe hirha ves 
nfible kindn&"in Ttting Kim Tee his ardtfiwer,  "Monſiedr 


Nude" thinking "it" did not becotne him to detfy a thing, 
which 


% 
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which: he did-not at firſt think ro be of conſequence, he pro- 
misd: to letthims ſee fome-of his Copy; and accrdingly per- 
form'd what he promigd. 

The Biſhop of Montauban' did not fail to inform his friends, 
of what he had ſeen, aftd to tet them know that this anſwer 
was Printing at Paris, under the dire&ion of a perfon of 
Merit, who did-that good Office ro Monſieur Claude his 
particular Friend: I: know not how'far the reflexions. of 
that Prelate did proceed; in a ſhort time we faw ordtrscome 
from Court, that ſnatcht him away from the Church of 
Montauban, his Friends did not doubt but-that' his merit had 
made him incur this new 'Diſgrace ; heobey'd theſe the Kinp's 
Orders, as he had obey'd! thoſe thigghad taken” fiim' from 
Niſmes, and not finding any ſafe Sandtrary in the Provin- 
ces, he refolv'd to go lay open his condu&t to the: Eyes of 
the Court, that judges mucty better by its own lights, than 
when it was-oblig'd'through the great diftance of places to 
truſt to the lights of others. © | 

On tlie ſame'day that he arriv'd'at Pars, he had the dif- 
fatisfaftion to hear, that a ſtop was put to the impreſſion of 
his Bookz but though this trouble attended him,voBed, when 
he wak't again, he was- complemented with better ridings; 
for'the very" next Morning dfter his arrival, he had notice 
that the Prohibitions relating to his anſwer, had been” read, 
and' that it was allow'd the liberty of the Preſs, that Spirit - 
of intrigue, that-intrudes into all humane concerns, wou'd 
needs force the experience of its good and iſt humour upon 
his Book. ' The Furſenits are ſaid to have endeavour'd . to 
have put-a ſtop to its Sale by their -Credit, which as then - 
was ſo conſiderable , but the Feſeits through other prir- 
ciples, very contrary to the former, did bring againthe courſe 
of poets Bs ben RP gd oe 

le of the vatity" oF-t men, -and of the dep 
ofthe of the 'Providente' of 'God;- who knows bow 
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their minds. This ſecond anſwer of Monfieur Claxde's, had 
all the ſucceſs he cou'd deſire:; the Proteſtants made it the 


Buckler of their Cauſe, the Roman Catholicks found it ve-. 


ry dangerous, and if the Port Royal found therein matter of 
Vexation, other people more complying than they , were 


not much concerned at the conſ:quences. The progreſs of 


Monſieur Claude's ſentiments in this Book extended very 
tar, he render'd the change of beliet as to the Euchariſt, too 
ſenſible, every Individual that reads his reaſons, had. a ſenſe 
of this alteration, and to ſtop the courſe of it, they be- 


thought themſelves of giving out that the citations of the. 


paſſages of the Fathers were not faithfull; and as theſe! Gen- 
tlemen among their are in poſſeſſion of being believ'd 
upon their bare word, it was abſolutely neceſlary, for the 
diſperſing this falſe accuſation, that Monſieur Claude ſhould 
Print, all at length, the paſſages he had cited, and this is 
what will be ſound in the ſeventh Edition, that was made 
of that anſwer in the year 1668. The work was large, but 
the Volume might ſtill have been enlargd, by a conſiderable 
number of other paſſages, which I have ſeen Written by the 
late-Monſieux Claude's own hand, which is in the Margent 
of that ſecond anſwer which is in his Cloſet. | 

Monſieur Claxde ſtaid near Nine Months in Pars, bein 
uncertain of his Fate, without being able to break thro 
the barrieres, that hinder'd his return-to Montauban. Thi 
was an Epiſcopal caſe, and theſe cauſes were fo priviledg'd, 
that a Body was ever ſure of looſing the proceſs that one 
had with thoſe Perlonages ; Monſieur Claude underſtood it 
ſo too, and with ſubmyllion,and patience arm'd himſelf a- 
gainſt all theſe hard(hips. - 

During this interval, he was courted by the Church of 
Bourdeawsx, but Charenton had people of 'too much ſenſe, to 
ſuffer their being rob'd of a;man; of ſuch. great merit, who 

eady among them, they let him have ſome intima- 


defurlr-cig ong them, thicy let b on 
tion, of the deſign which that | Chureb. entertaind. - A we 
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gard was to" be chad to the inclinations of: the. Court, the 
matter-was \inſenſibly prepar'd, and as ſoon as. they ſaw a 
propitious moment, for Monſieur Claude's calling into the 
Church of Pars, they took him, and he was effeQually 
call'd to ſerve that Flock in the year 1666. 


PART 1L 


JF Monſieur Claud?e's Books made ſo much Noiſe in Pars, 
when he wasan hundred Leagues. diſtant, 'tis eafie to judge 
that he was/much more talk'r-ot when it came to be known, 
that he was to make his conſtant abode: in-that Town, in 
order to ſerve the Church that met at Charewtor: ' I know 
not after what manner the Por? Royal did receive the News, 
and whether thoſe Gentlemen, ſeeing that this Learned Mi- 
niſter fixt! ys reſidence in that great City, did not-think of 
him what skilfull Politicians fay of a Prince that ſettles -him- 
ſelf in /raly, that it was an ill proſpect, and an:Eye-fore; be 
it as it will, [it does not appear, | that they ſtird 1n'the leaſt 
to traverſe this calling, it was not unknown at Court, and 
this was ſufficient for Monſieur Claxde, 40G 
 Adiſcourſe there was-of' an-anfwer, of the Authdur: of 
the | perpetuity of the ; Faith, to; Monſieur Claude's ſecond 
Book, he very quietly expected its-coming out ; however it 
did not ap for ſome time, Which. is a myſtery I have no 
-defign to thrift into, it no ways availing my. Subje&, .and 
tis fufficient,, that-b-ſay. how that another 3 Writer- ſtood 
forgh to ſupply, Monſicur:Claude's ; Adyeriaries room, but I 
am. as yet 2 Stranger; whether t'was- out of kindnefs/to 
Monſieur Arnaud ; great men are not over fond of ſuch kind 
112 D 
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of Afiſtance, as being wi to- diſtance -from :ther all 
that can inculcate the leaſt ſuſpicion of humane weaknefs. 
But to what,,purpole. all this, when people have diligent 
Friends, they prevent us whether we will or no, and it is a 
kind of Civility, which we ſhould not dare” to complain of. 
This Diſpute made too much Noiſe, to leave a Society at 
reſt, that preſumes it has a right to decide upon all matters, 
its Emulation was rous'd, and for fear any other thou'd gain 
the Victory, it immediately caus'd one of its Champions to 
enter the Liſts, to rob Monſieur Arzaxd of the Crown he al- 
ready laid hold of, and which he is ſaid onely to have loſt, by 
being teo much a Formaliſt, Father Nozet a Jeſuite wrote 
againſt Monſieur Claude, and they did not ſtay for the Prin- 
ters being at work upon the firſt Leaf, for the giving it ap- 
probation; all concur'd towards the ſpeedy ſtopping the Pro- 
greiſts this ſecond anfwer/ made, and Father /Nawet's Book 
wag' put forthwith all expedition as a happy dike in oppoſi- 
tion-to this torrent. / 1! 

This Father No#et's work has its Beauties and its goodneſs, 
like thoſe aftions of great conſequence, which. at the Bar 
defend an'ill eauſe' with a great deal of art; a vaſt know- 
ledge of - Antiquity, though little back't by truth, a deſign 
of writing Gentleman like, 'but- moſt commonly unſeaſon- 
ably ud, being ſometimes travers'd by the bare heat of Diſpu- 
tation, and for the fake of the cauſe he defended. 

Monſieur Claude might handſomely have forborn anſwer- 
ang. this'Book; 'as being to face Monſieur Arravd, who only 
feendd to-require” time tof writing, that he might - colle&&t all 
his Forces, and overwhelm him with his laſt ſtroke ; never- 
theleſs he paſt aver-theſe difficulties, and making, it a point 
of Honour ſtill to maintain-this Diſpute, againſt .an able 
DoRour ch6ſenby the moſt Learned Society of the Church 
'of Howe, he anſwer'd' Father: Ade#'s \Book, and this is the 
third work' of | his compoſing upon - this important: mae- 


ter 
This 


The Life of Monfiew Claude. I9 

This anſwer wasMonfieur Claude's favourite Book; he ſpoke 
of it modeſtly in; the main, which indeed was his Character, 
but there, was nevertheleſs to. be. obſerved- in his Diſcourſes, 
a fondneſs for this compoſure, and I have known deſerving 
perſons, that were of the ſame opinion with him- upon this 
point. The. Preface to this Book is admirable, and affords 
a meſt noble Idea of the Authour's deſign. : | | 
Moaſieur Claude had occaſion in-this Diſpute to follow a 
Tra&t, which Monſieur Arnaud had diverted him from, 
Father Noiet thought fitting to upbraid him in ſome man» 
ner, for having abandon'd the holy Writ in this controverſie, 
this Accuſation is curious falling from a Feſuit's Pen. Mon- 
ſieur C/aude did not fail to turn it to his' advantage, it gave 
him occaſion to explain to us, the fixth Chapter of the Goſ- 
pel according to St. John ; it was requiſite, that ſatisfadtion 
thou'd be given to a perſon that complain'd of a Miniſters 
neglecting the word of God ; the Tratt of the: uſe of the 
ſenſes is an accompliſh'd piece, nothing has been ſeen fo 
well meditated upon that matter, as what he ſays of it, no» 
thing ſo pat or ſo happy as the application he makes of ir. 
As-tor the paſſages of the Fathers, which this. Authour 
produces againſt them, he rids himſelf of them like an able 
and gallant man; for when Father Novet produces very im- 
properly againſt him, Authours poſterior to Paſcatiws, he 
chuſes them out in the Centuries 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15. 
Monſieur Claude does not fail to tell him, that theſe are im- 
proper pieces, and witneſſes that bear their recuſation in 
their Forehead ; but he does neverthelefs often examine ; his 
paſſages, wherein he finds a ſenſe quite oppoſite to Father 
Nowet's deſign. The opinions of the Greeks touching the 
Euchariſt is likewiſe brought in play. Monſieur Claude an- 
| ſwers it, and-upon that point, acquaints him with\mere 
than one Hiſtory which he knew not, or which he was min» 
ded to diflemble, becauſe it did. not favour his cauſe., .This 
Authour (is. not ever happy in. his citations, ag not: being 
D 2 willing 
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willing to take the pains of going to the Fountain head ; 
ours complains of his'negle&s ; Father, Noxet is hardy, and 
makes no ſcruple of often altering paſſages. Monfieur Claude 
has much adoe to be moderate upon this point ; he exclaims 
ſufficiently, ſo as that the Reader may be advertis'd of the 
Snare that is laid for him. Never did Authour know how 
to avail himſelf better of the advantages that are offer'd him, 
if Father Nojiet ſpeaks of reading of the Fathers, as of a vaſt 
Foreſt, our Authour draws thence an argument, that Chrz- 
ftian Faith is leſs involv'd in holy Writ, than in Tradition, 
which is a Woody Countrey by a Jeſuits own conſefſion ; 
when this Writer is angry at the Primitive Ages of the 
Church, to which Monſieur Claude wou'd bring him back, 

that he ſays they have given us more Martyrs 
* p, 4322 * than Writers and DoCtours; our Authour de- 

rives an advantage from his ill humour, and ſhews 
the reaſon why the Church of Rome refuſes this Teſtimony, 
if Monſieur C:aude ſets Monſieur Arnaud againſt- Father 
Nowet, it is without any deſign of ſetting them at odds, is 
through the filence of the Pagans in reſpet of Tranſub- 
ftantiation, and the adoration of the Exchariſt ; Monſieur 
Arnand denies that any proof can be drawn from their fi- 
lence, and adds, that they have perhaps written Books up- 
on this Subje&t, that have not been tranſmitted to us. Fa- 
ther Nowet on the contrary maintains, that Monſieur Claude's 
—_— wou'd be juſt, if the Pagans had not upbraided 
the Chriſtians with the difficulties of that myſtery, but he 
fancies that he proves it clearer than the day, and this is a- 
nother point which our Authour does not agree with him 
in, reſuting very plainly the paſſages urg'd by Father Noe, 
and maintaining his firſt Theſis; in ſhort, though Father 
Noiiet had not perhaps a ſet deſign, here to combat Mon- 
ſieur Claude's opinion as to the time of the change, that was 
made in point of the Zucharift, he cou'd not with honour 
forbecr ſaywg ſomething of it towards the-end of his m_ 

orc 
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Forc'd he was to bear this little torture, in favour of the de- 
vouteſt Zealots of his Communion, who won'd have thought 
all hd been loſt if he had faifq of maintaining a circum- 
ſtance which fo far influences the goodneſs of that cauſe; bur 
as he gives this matter onely a tranſitory -touch, - Monſieur 
Claude does not enlarge upon this Subje&, but nevertheleſs 
fays ſufficient to refute Father Noiiet's illuſions and to back 
the good reaſons he alledg'd in the two former Writings. 

This Monfieur Claude's anſwer * was kindly 
receiv'd ; the Proteſtants found therein the con- * 2+ 1658- 
firmation of their Faith, the Fanſeniſts were not 
ſorry, that Father Noet had made this diverſion in favour 
of them, being ſo much time gain'd to take breath, and the 
Feſuits. on whom all ple Fad their eyes fixt, came 'off 
ſparkiſhly from this affir ; they talkt of Father Nowet as of 
one of their adventurers, that had puſht hard at his 
Enemy , and came off from the confli& honour'd with 
ſome weunds. This diſputation had no ill conſequence, I 
mean thar'the Advocate of the' Proteſtant party was ſet” a- 
fide, and treated more handſomely by the Society of the 
Feſuits, which commonly are not- of a- humour to ſuffer 
much, than he had been by the caball of Port Royal. 

' Aﬀter this attaque a kind of faſpenſion of Arms laſted for 
ſome time ; Monſieur C/aude wanted not Employment, the 
bare bufineſs of his Pulpit at Charenton, requir'd'the whole 
application of an ordinary Miniſter. This Church was ſo 
celebrated of it ſelf, and honour d with the preſence 'of ſo 
many Foreigners, that it had beer imprudence in a Miniſter; 
to have Preach'd unprepared. Thus the bare Office of 
Preaching was a Province of Pains ſufficient for Mr. Claude, 
who was deſirous to edifie his Flock , anſwer the hopes that 
people did conceive of him, and follow the ſteps of his-Emi- 
nent Collegues. He Printed but few Sermons, as bei 
more taken up with other matters,” which more concern' 
the publick. We may nevertheles judge by thoſe — 
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Publiſht, that his Talent lay no lefs for Pregching than for 
the Clolct, and 1 hops. his,;Son will Print a ſmall ;Tra, 
which his Father did compote. of the manner. of explaining 
the holy Writ in the- Pulpit, ſo juſt and fo. fine, that upon 
reading it, people will be throughly. perſuaded, that Mon- 
fieur Claude was a great Maſter in that matter. 
MagſteurElasdedid not onely ize h:mſclf by his Wr.t- 
ings, he.was ina Station, that eat influences, to ſhed 
over the other reform'd Churches ot France. Paris was the 
Fountain whence.proceeded all the. miſchiefs, that over- 
whelmed the Proteſtants. in the Provinces, and Charentox 


_ the place whither they repair'd for Council, an excellent re- 


medy 4a it:felf, ſo ſharp, violent ang obſtinate were the ll 
humaurs. Monſieur Claude conſider'd of this, he ated, he 
rouz'd up others by bis own.example, though he cou'd not 
wholly remedy the miſchiefs of ſo many that wereafflicted, 
and. who from far and near required his afſiſtance, we may 
fay.,that he mitigated their, trouble, by partaking, therein 
himſelf and by his conſolations. Monſieur Arzaud's Book 
came out at length, being entitled the perpetuity of the Faith 
of the Catholick Church, touching the Euchariſt , defended. 
Monſieur Claude thought himſelt bound to anſwer it ; this 
work of Menſieur Arzaud's madea noiſe in the World, it ha- 
ving certain CharaGers fit to excite the admiration, of peo- 
ple, who onely floridly touch upon matters, to acquire 
quickly, and eaſily the quality of Learned. Monſieur Ar- 
vaud handles a Subjet that might paſs in ſome manner for 
new at Pary; becauſe no Frexch Writer had yet been ſeen, 
that had-golleted ſo many teſtimonies, and. that like him 


| had fo:profaundly. argacd about the Religion of the Greeks ; 


this-air of: Novelty-.did much ſet off his Book ; he cited 
paſlages which ſeem'd,to; bear all the marks of the real pre» 
ſence, according, to the Romgni Made, A prodgions rein 
was obſerved ia, his; 8&7. )- This. great wark, inſpir'd hap» 
ey prepaſiafiions inlayour ofthe Authour ; Io ſhort, though 
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MonGcur Araesd: hid- in his-other works ſpoke with a Ma- 
jeſtical tone, yet he now-raiſed his Voice much higher, he 
lookt fo big when he ſpoke of Monſieur Claude, and handles 
his Books with ſo much arrogance, - that it was a kind of 
torrent, which without exammation hurried away: the ſuf- 
frages of thoſe eafie Judges, that are determined by the bare 
accent of the. Voice. 

Monkeur Claude had not the ſame aſſiſtance as Monſieur 
Arnaud, the latter being faid to: have had Friends, and fuch 
as furniſht hin with proofs. Monſieur Claude cou'd have 
wiſht, "that the ſame thing had been done for him, but that 
this requir'd a' happy leafure, a privilege out. of date at 
Charenton, and granted onely to the Ecclefiaſticks of France. 
In default of his Friends, he was-forc'd to make- it out in his 
own perſon. I ſhou'd not dare'to' inſert the number of tra- 
vels he; read, . what is ſeen of ' them irv his anſwer;'is but the 
leaſt part of them. People often'read ſeveral Books itt hopes 
of finding ſomething, that may be ſerviceable to the Subject 
we have in our mind, and we find nothing leſs than what. 
we are in queſt of. . Thoſe kind of relations-being very ſub- 
jet to: this umperfe&ion; nevertheleſs a Writer carinot'/ dif- 
pence: himſelf from-chis fruitleſs labour, when he-is engag'@ 
in a diſputation of the nature of this, which turns upon mat- 
ters that-are' to be defended or oppoſed. ' 4 2293's 

Monſieur C/aude ſtates principles that are a mighty help-to- 
diſperſe all the eluſions of Monſieur Arvaud, he ſhewsthat 
the buſineſs in this-difpate, /'is 'not'\to- know 'exaCily,” what 
the Greeksbeliev'd/ in the matrer of the Euchariſt, but what 
they do: not believe; and tis in this rank that he places the 

#Tranfubſtantiation of the Church of Rowe , and the ſove- 
raign adoration which the Zatines pay the Exchari/h. He draws 
-up 2-phtform of the (Greek. Church, which is' as it were'tlic 
key: of that\matter, for he ſhews' that there are ſeveral Greet 
Churches, that entertain Communion: with the Church 'of 
Rome, and thatit is not among/them, that weare-to —_ 
r 
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ot truths ; he alſo juſtifies. that. there is| a»great-number of 
Seminaries in Greese. and-in the Zaft where Youth is brought 
up in the Faith of the Church of Rome, and that thence are 
taken Prieſts, Biſhops, and ſometimes Patriarchs who are 
Latines ia Faith, , and Greets: onely/in Ceremonies; Money, 
tear| and other motives. do: often bring thoſe Reman Doctors, 
dreſt up after the Greek Mode, to the Principal Pulpits of 
thoſe wretched Provinces, where heavy ignorance does ob- 
tain ; aſter which it is no difficult matter to derive ſuch 
teſtimonies as one pleaſes from thoſe miſſionaries who owe 
the Pope all they have, and who require nothing more for 
acxnowledgment of his favours, than Paperand ink. Theſe are 
the points which Monſieur Claude does make moſt evidently 
plain, from the teſtimony. .of ſeveral Writers moſt worthy of 
credit. In ſhort, Monſieur Claude makes out the opinion 
of: the true- Greek Church, -that is engag'd neither by. love 
nor fear; with the Church of ; Rome, thac. then it ſpeaks clearly 
of the Faith concerning the Excheri/t,wherein you neither find 
the Roman Tranſubſtantiation or adoration; with thefe max- 
ims MonſicunClaude refutes all Monſieur Arzaud's arguments, 
he unravels the intrigue-/of, the teſtimonies he produces, he 
puts; his Readers in a-way- af! doing therrlike with himſelf, 
and: there 15:90 uſing, any. ; evaſion , bur what this::excellent 
matter provides againft. For 'it. ſerves to anſwer-all that 
Monkevur, Arvaud has ſaid upon this Subject, and ſhews you 
what courſe to'take for. theilJuftrating)all the objeRians that 
Might be made hence forward;upon- this-matter-' - This was 
-.i- +, Monſieor Clange's fourth anfwer ? upbo- this dif 
*  1671- ., pate, [the publick didibim: Juſtice in this; as it had 

\.__.... dane himinthe: other, it vitibly appear'd:chat hi$ 
-Adverſary granted him the principal queſtion, which was 
.the- belief of the iZarixe Church,\.inithe 'matter. of the E«- 
#bariſt.cill the tyne-0k Faſoatie ; Monſicur Claude trad ſtrong. 
1y.pror', that till-chen the real preſence, Tranfubſtantiation, 


e adoration. of the Hoſt were unknown Doarines = 
the 
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the Lative Church ; ' Monſieur: 4r»aud thought fitting to dif 
pute 00 longer-upon this point, and to give the change, he 
contriv'd to lead Monſieur Clazde and the Reader into the 
Eaſt. Monſieur Claude could willingly have been without 
this walk, but having undertaken to cure a'perſon of his er- 
rours, he was to be tollow'd every where, that ſo he might 
diſfpate his illyſions ; after which Monfieur C/aude having 
all to no purpoſe exhauſted all the ſecrets of his art, thought 
it became him to abandon this cure, and to leave it wholly 
to the ſole immediate grace of God, - who cures when he 
pleaſes, the moſt inveterate ills, .and that ſeem the moſt in- 
curable. TH! 

[ have been longer than I thought upon this diſpute of 
- Monſieur Claude's and Monſieur Arnaud's, but as it is what 
made moſt noiſe, I thought it requiſite to give a pretty ex- 
att Idea of it, that it might make an impreſſion upon the 
Readers mind. I ſhall be ſhorter in his other works, and 
ſhall thereby endeavour a little to recreate ſuch peoples 
minds,” as were tir d out by the uniformity of this matter, 
and who love novelty and concluſion. 

;The deſire of being an Authour, is an uneaſie paſſion, 
ſince Monſieur Arnaud did not come again into play, ano» 
ther Writer did not tarry long, before he ſuppli'd his room ; 
he wrote againſt our Reformation in a very bitter ſtyle, he 
attackt Monſieur Claude, he pointed him out by his name, 
this Book is intitled Legitimate prepoſſe ſions againſt the Cal- 
viniſts; "tis no longer a matter of Doctrine that is under- 
taken to be handled, the ſucceſs of the diſpute of the Eu- 
charift, had not been happy for the Port Royal, another 
courſe was to be taken, and we to be attackt in a place pro- 
per for declamations, for. calumny and the contempt of our 
Religion, The Authour of theſe prepoſleſſions could not 
have choſen better, he there found. wherewithall to ſatisfie 
his ſpleen againſt our Reformers, whom he loads with op» 
probrious Language. This was a large Field for to excite the 
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pples hatred agairiſt.us, by. renewing without any neceſſiey, 
thols Gd of. our tanchan uarrels, which iy 
ought ro have buried in an eternal forgetfulneſs. © This fine 
and craſty policy , ' which thoſe Gentlemen make profeſſion 
of uniting with morals plain: and free from all worldly in- 
tereſts, found here 2 fair occaſion of diſplaying their max- 
ims at Court, where people were-not over well fatisfied 
with ſome of their works ; the point of favour was to be 
weather'd again, by ſpeaking of us and our Religion, after 
ſo odious a manner, as that it might make impreſſion upon 
the moſt moderate minds, and through this proſpet did 
Monſieur Nicole write that work, and that's its true 
CharaQer. ; 

Monſieur Claude an{wer'd it, but he was far from follow- 
ing that Authour's violent method, he found it ſo contra 
to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, contented himfelf with ſhew- 
ing its poiſonous paſſages, but he does not make them re- 
bound upon his adverſaries head, thinking it ſufficient that 
he renders them of no uſe, and deſtroys them before his 
eyes, and for ought I know, this is a greater mortification 
tor that Authour, than if he had engag'd him after a leſs 
civil manner. . 

Monſieur Claude gives us the Portrait of the Latine 
Church before the Retormation, ' there is not one ſole ſtroke 
in it of his own hand, for he makes onely uſe of the teſti- 
monies of Reman Catholick Authours. This caution was 
neceſſary on the account .of the niceneſs of the piece, and 
to avoid the ſuſpicion of falſchood. The idea he gives us 
of the Church at that time is ſo ſad, that there is no need 
of opening ones eyes, to judge that 'it wanted reformation. 
Monſieur Claxde proves that it was deſir'd, that it was 
eagerly demanded before our Reformers- ſet about -it, but 
he likewiſe ſhews the evaſions which the Court of Rome uſed 
to clude this propoſition, and the little likelyhood there 
was of the Clergy's entring upon fo holy a project. _ 
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having fhew'd the necdity of the Reformation, Monſieur 
;proves that our Ranmats, : might goe to: work upon 
weeding the Field! of: the Lord, and that: they! were forc'd 
thereunto | by their ,own 1ntereſt, and (by\ the. engagement 
bhiey, were under, of furthering the Salvation of their Bre- 
thren. - He anſwers:thoſe petty objetions of the miſſiona« 
ries, which : the ' Autbour 'ob the prepoſſeſſfions does pom- 
pouſly- diſplay ,: he ſhews that there.is no: arguing direftly 
againſt-a dodrine, or in its behalf,: by the bare examination 
of the lives of thoſe who teach it, that the conſequence is 
much more natural, and more ſure to pronounce tor or a- 
gainſt a Religion ; after having examin'd its belief, he ' ex» 
plains ſome of Zather's expreſſions that. ſeem too rude, he 
ſpeaks of that Authour as. a Hero, becauſe he really exerts 
ed an Heroick conſtancy, but he will not warrant all his 
frailties ; he is fatisf'd with ſhewing that the greateſt men 
Are ſubje& unto failings, and by this means does he ſhelter 
ſome of our Reformers, over whoſelives' the Aurhour of-the 
Prepoſſefſions was minded to veat his fpleen, > The diſtindti- 
on of this Authour is curious, 'he fays that there may be irt 
the Church a negative ſeparation, that onely confiſts in ab- 
ſtaining from the practice of Do&rines that we:do not be- 
lieve; he is of a pretty temporizing humour, [by infinuati 
that it would not have been ill contriv'd in our Fathers, -ha 
they onely proceeded fo far;' but he:-cannot pardon! thery the 
poſitive ſeparation, which' is properly what-is called et 
apart ; » it- appears plainly 'that this *Authoar's maxims'd6 
not paſs for. Standard truth-at this day, when there- wou'd 
be 'ſo fairan; occaſion to putthem in praQige. | Many uns 
happy perſons are there, who:word'd: thank this; 'Authour' if 
he cou'd procure then the: —_—_— of that \nepative ſe- 
paration whereof he ſpeaks, tall ſuch! time as Wwe fin-the re- 
ſults which nature; reaſon and faith . do preſuppoſe. - But 
perhaps the-3hings-wiou'th go:too far;ilif 6 greara cotnplat- 
lance. was had)tor ———_ for tliere is-f0und: n 
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leſs danger in ſeeing the myſteries protan'd, than in givi 
the leaſt ſuſpicion , that .the number of the true Deen. 
Was not very great. This Authour ' makes a mock of us 
with his diſtinction , for beſides that, a good Conſcience 
with this worldly management . in matter of Religion, the 
little ſupport there is at this day from the Roman Church, 
for thoſe that do not reliſh its tenets, and the racks which 
on this account it puts on their minds and their hearts, in- 
duce us to believe, that the ſame maxims wou'd have been 
praQis'd upon our Fathers at the time of the Reformation, 
and that they would not have ſpard the negative ſepara- 
tion. | 
Our Authours would have written upon this matter, for 
the Church of Rome has never ceaſt exclaiming, that the 
calling of our Paſtours was not Legitimate, and all that has 
followed that ill principle, could not have any character of 
Juſtice and goodneſs. The Libraries are full of Books,” 
that have been written by Do&ours of both Parties, but 
this Monſieur Claude's work is the beſt that has been ſeen 
upon this Subject. Pollibly time having given occafion to 
new objeCions, has likewiſe furniſht Monſieur Claude with 
the occaſion of making new diſcoveries in this matter, but 
what is particular, and which is a reſult of the beauty of 
his Genius; is that he writes with ſo much clearneſs, ſtates 
his principles ſo well, and with ſo much exactneſs makes 
the application of them to the Miniſtry of the Prozeftants, 
that we are immediately ſenſible of the neceffity of their 
Thus for example, when they debate with 
him the calling of the firſt Reformers ; he contents himſelf 
with proving, that Miniſtry /is to the Church even in oppo- 
ſition to the Paſtours, that it is a right that cannot be alienat- 
ed, either by the conſent of the parties, -or by the ſtrongeſt 
Law, that is to fay, by Uſurpation.; be adds, that three 
wills muſt concur to the forming: of a lawjull calling, that: 
of God, that of the Church, and -the conſent. of _ 
whom 
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whom the Miniſtry is dire&ed ; he declares that the Mi- 
niſtry that is exerciſed among Proteſtants, is not an upſtart 
Miniſtry, becauſe it does not Preach up a new Goſpel, but 
the ſame which the Apoſtles ſettled in the Church , but 
purg'd from the Errours which ignorance had ſhed therein. 
With theſe maxims does Monſieur Gaude afſert our calling, 
againſt all the unjuſt reproaches of the Church of Rome ; 
he clearly ſhews its Juſtice and neceſſity. This Book having 
theſe great Characters, it is no wonder, that the publick 
did with joy receive it, and that it did ſo much honour to 
its Authour. 

Monſieur C/aude did in 1676, cauſe five Sermons to be 
Printed, which he had Preach'd at Charexton the year be- 
fore, upon the 22th. Chapter of St. Matthew, Verſe 
x, 2, and Fj and the title of theſe Sermons is the parable 
of the Wedding Feaſt. 

I ſhould be affraid of doing him an injury, if I enter'd - 
upon the particulars of theſe Sermons, they are too fine 
and too ſhort for an extra&t ofthem to be given in this place, 
as containing the matter of avaſt Volume, and if well 
fcann'd, will afford: the profit of a bulky piece, which few 
Readers run over otherwiſe than in haſte ; whereas theſe 
Sermons do entertain people of ſound Judgment, a mighty 
ſtock of Divinity , morals worthy of the Subje&t he ex- 
plains, a neatneſs of expreſſion, ſo juſt a way of arguing, 
with that heat and vivacity, that they muſt own the Au- 
. thour, no leſs fit for the Pulpit than the Study. 

Monſieur Claude had: but” one Son, whom: he tenderly 
lov'd, he was very glad to ſee that his inclinations led him 
towards the Miniſtry, and that this choice he made, and 
which ought to be ſo free, had anſwer'td the inclinations of 
his heart. He had this fatisfaQtion to find in- him, a Sub- 
je&t: proper to avail himſelf of his parts and example. He 
ſtudied in the Academies of Fraxce, under the beſt Maſters, 
who took great care of him; he returned: to his _ 
| who 
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who accomplifd him in all things, that might make him a 
perfe& Preacher. After which he was examin'd at Sedan, 
in the month of September 1678, and judg'd very worthy 
of being receiv'd into the office of the holy Miniſtry ; he 
was demanded by the Church of Clermont in Beanwoifis, 
fourteen Leagues from Pars, in a Synod of the Iſle of 
France, and his Father had the comfort of Ordaining of him, 

on the gth. of Ofober 1678. 

Monſieur Claude did more eſpecially excell at the head of 
a Company ; ſuch did he appear for ſeveral years together, 
in the conſiſtory of Charenton, ſuch has he been ſeen in 
more than one Synod, of the Iſle of Fravce, wherein he 
was Moderator ; one more eſpecially there was, wherein he 
gave an inſtance of the ſtrength of his Genius, which fur- 
priſed the whole Aſſembly. For after that &ght propo- 
nants had explain'd the Text he had given them; the Com- 
pany being taken up with more important concerns, refer'd 
the examination of thoſe propoſitions till the next day. 
This was a troubleſome diſappointment to the Moderator, 
who was to make report of thoſe a&tions to the Synod, but 
Monfſteur C/aude was not perplext at this accident ; the day 
following he call'd to mind all his Ideas, put each in its 
due place, forgot not ſo much as one ſingle circumſtance, 
and after he had perform'd the funion of a Reporter, he 
perform'd that of a Judge ; he examin'd thoſe eight propo- 
ſitions, and ſpoke his opinion of them. like a Maſter, 
though the aſſembly knew his ſeveral. Provinces, yet was 
it charm'd with his memory, knowledge end Judgment. 
In cafe, in the Synod, any :matrers were / propoſed that 
were intricate of themſelves, and ſtill: :more perplexing 
through the cloud which the ignorance, or deviſes of the 
did occaſion;; Monſieur C/aude's wit had fuch an 
excellency, that in a 'monient it made -way* through” all 
this Chaos, form'd a propoſition clear. and preciſe, . un. or- 
der to his ſpeaking his opinion pat, .as'if opinions were: to 
turn 
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turn upon a yea -or a no, a Charadter that is never 
miſtaken, in the judging of -a man that preſides in a 
Company, ſince the choice of matters and the making 
them plain, is a certain fign of the preſence, neatnels, 
and ſtrength of a great Genius. But as Monſieur Claude 
was exact in retaining the purity of the Faith, in the re- 
nets of the reformed Religion, which he has ſo well defen- 
ded, we may likewiſe ſay, that he ated like a wiſe, and 
charitable man in regard of the various ſentiments which 
the Proteftants entertain upon the Subject of Kecleſiaſtical 
Government and Diſcipline , and upon the uſe of ſome 
Ceremonies. 

His conduct more eſpecially appear'd, in an anſwer he 
made to a Letter of the Biſhop of London's ; this Prelate 
illuſtrious by his Birth, and who with ſo much honour main- 
tains the dignity of that great Office, labour'd. under ap- 
prehenſions, for the diviſions with which the Church of 
England was threatned, upon' occaſion of the Epiſcopal 
Government. For the preventing of this miſchief, he wrote: 
to ſome of the moſt eminent French Miniſters, that he 
might have their advice. Monſieur Claude made too 
much. noiſe in France, not to be conſulted in an affair of 
this moment ; he received a Letter from that Prelate, this 
was a ſlippery ſtep, he had the eyes of all the Proteſtants 
upon him, to ſee how he wou'd behave himſelf in fa nice 
a concern; he came off from it with honour, he uſed a 
temperament, that was approv'd of by all rational perſons, 
he own'd what is good in the Epiſcopacy, but he does not 
diſſemble the feebleneſs of ſome Prelates, who ſeem to him 
too rigid over our calling ; we do not fee in his Letter, 
that ſo deciſive majeſterial air, which other Writers take 
upon them, *tis full of that humble ſpirit of Chriftzanity, 
which onely breaths Charity and Peace.” This Character 
pleaſed the Biſhop of London, who honour'd him with his 
eſteem. Monſieur Claude in return was full of acknowledg 

ments, 
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ments, ſpeaking of that famous Prelate, as of one of the: 
greateſt ornaments of the Church of Exgland, and pointi 
him out under the name of the charitable Father, of all 
thoſe unhappy perſons that have taken refuge, who are all 
comforted in that they can pour forth their ſighs, into a 
boſom, ever open to the complaints and neceſlities of the 
miſerable ; this Letter was written in the year 1680. 

In 1633, came forth Monſieur Claude's anſwer to Mon- 


' fieur de Meaux's Book, entitled 4 Conference with Monſieur 


Claude Migiſter of Charenton, and the occaſion which ob. 
lig'd him to put, it 'forth was as followeth. Monſieur 
Claude had a Conference with the Biſhop of Condom, up- 
on the account of Mademoiſelſe de Duras, at the Counteſs 
de Roye's Houſe, on the firlt of March t678. Some ſmall 
time after, that Prelate jſufferd a relation of their Confe- 
rence to go abroad from out his Cabinet, with a diſcourſe 
he had made for MademoiſeJe de Duras upon the matter of 
the Church ; Monſieur Claude in his turn, gave one of his 
Friends another relation of that Conference, with animad- 
verſions upon Monſieur de Condom's diſcourſe; his Manu- 
ſcript fell into that Prelate's hands, who entreated a wor- 


thy perſon to know of Monſieur Claude, whether: he ap- 


proved of that Writing which went abroad under his name. 
Monſieur Claude peruſed it, to ſee whether it was conform- 
able to the Original, and having found it exa&t, he wrote 
at the bottom that he own'd it tor his. This Declaration 
was given to Monſieur -de Condom, who made reflexions 
upon Monſieur Claude's animadverſions, for the maintaining 
his diſcourſe of the Church ; he likewifke made ſome upon 
their Conference, and this was the Subje&t of the Book he 
cauſed to be Printed, having for its Title, A Conference with 
Monſieur Claude Miniſter ot Charenton, 

Monſieur Claude fanſied he might in this occaſion, follow 


that Prelate's example, wherefore he cauſed his Book to be 


Printed, wherein he thews three things, he gives. us _ an- 
wer 


The Life of Monſieur Claude: 33 
ſwer to Monſieur de Condow#s diſcourſe, and therein does 
he handle the queſtion of the Church ; he anſwers the 
reflexions that' Prelate had made upon his Tract ;-he 
gives therein a relation of what paſſed'in that Confe- 
rence, and examines the reflexions of that Prelate, and 
owns that. he gave his cauſe all the livelieſt / colours, 
which the moſt able 'Divines of the Church of Rome 
uſe, when they wou'd cover an errour with the luſtre of 
truth. They parted with marks of a mutual eſteem, and 
witlt a deſign not to publiſh their Converſation, but 0- 
ther conſiderations prevail'd over Monſieur 4e Condom's 
mind, and we are oblig'd to him for having firſt lept the 
bounds they had preſcrib'd to themſelves. For it gave 
Monſieur C/aude occaſion to handle the matter of the 
Church, and to give us a moſt clear and exact Idea of it. 
This compoſure was his Darling, and I may affirm, that 
he was as much fatisfied with it, as with any of thoſe 
that were the offspring of his Pen ; he ſpoke of it to us, 
juſt before his laſt ſickneſs, he told us he had meditated 
this queſtion of the Church, with all the application he 
was capable of, for- the giving of it a good light ; he 
found tew Authours that had applied themſelves as be- 
came them in illuſtrating that matter ; he added, that 
Meſſieurs Cameron and Meſtrezat were thoſe that had beſt 
explain'd it, and that by keeping to the maxims he had 
ſtated, one might eafily anſwer all the objeRions of the 
Do@ours of the Church of Rome, without fearing they 
thou'd —_— lypotheſes: 

-: Ar firſt this Conference onely turn'd upon points of 
Diſcipline, and upon ſome ſmall difficulties, touching the 
ſubmiſſion which individuals ought to have, for the de- 
crees of Eccleſiaſtical Companies. -If this diſcourſe had 
not been the reſult of a common Converſation, wherein 
chance has a greater part than the choice of matters, in 

F all 


= — — 


__—— —_—_—_—_ - vn ————_— _ — — — 
at ———_— 
=—— <& 


34 The Life of Monſieur Claude. 
all likelyhood--@ body. might. have ſaid, theſe queſtions 
were not worthy of taking up thoſe two great Genius's ; 
but the-conſequences have. ſo exalted this Subject, thar 
it is the ſame thing with this diſpute, trivial in its begin- 
ning, as it is with thoſe ſmall ſprings, which make no 
noile at their iſſuing out of the Earth, and which are to 
be paſt dry footed, but which 'encreaſe extremely in a 
long courſe, - often divide the place they water, redound 
to the utility of commerce, and thereby occaſion puzling 
work to the Learned, who eagerly diſpute about the 
ſundry nates that have been given to theſe Waters, of 
their inviſibility, when the Rivers they form hide them- 
ſelves in the Earth, of their privileges and of the ' rights 
the people have thereto. | 

The condition of the Proteſtants was ſuch, that the re- 
poſe of their Lives might with impunity have been inter- 
rupted by the peeviſhneſs of a bare Vicar, as ſoon as he 
might have entertain'd the defire of wearying out a per- 
ſon of our Religion ; but it was more eſpecially a Capital 
Crime in a Miniſter, to attaque the ſentiments of a Pre- 


Þ. 

Monſieur Claude had more than pnce experienc'd even 
in better times, how far the power of theſe Gentlemen 
extended in this caſe, yet did he not fail, as much as in 
him lay, of croſſing the deſign of the Clergy of France, 
in writing againſt the Circular Letters that came from that 
Aſſembly, which were ſpread abroad under the authori- 
ty of its name. He imagin'd that he ow'd the Sacrifice 
he made them of his reſt to-his- own Conſcience, and to 
the Salvation of his Brethren; for things were then in 
ſuch a re, that the bare of maintaining 
our cauſe, was in the opinion of thoſe Gentlemen, 


deem'd a kind of Felony as Monſieur Clande has 
publickly ſhewn, when he explains the reſult va 
taat 
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that ' expreſſion”, ' whatever you may ſay of write 'tis 
all in vain,” * theſe are the terms of thei 
Letter. ' | | " Þ 10Ye 

Monſieur Claude does not put his Name 

to that little Book intitled, Confiderations upon the circu- 
lar Letters of the Aﬀembly of the Clergy of France; of 
the year 1682, becauſe this piece had other CharaQers 
enough of irs Authour, and that Chr/#ian prudence does 
not oblige us to expoſe our ſelves, when there is no 
motive ot Conſcience that calls us thereunto. The peruſal 
of thoſe reflexions is not long, and to it muſt I refer the 
Curious. Poſſibly Monſieur Claude never compoſed a- 
ny "work that has done him more honour than this, as 
ſmall as it is; he does not deviate from the terms of a 
profound reſpe&t ; when he reflets upon the temporal 
grandeur of thoſe he *ſpeaks of, and to whom he thinks 
this ſubmiſſion owing. But after this, - he takes upon 
him a true air of greatneſs, proceeding from the Ma- 
jeſty of the matter he handles ; infomuch, that we ſee 
him march as an equal with thoſe againſt whom he dif- 
putes, upbraiding them-with their atteRted mildneſs, un- 
dermining the Foundations of an ' abſolute * Authority, 
which” they exerciſe over Souls, and declaring to them 
roundly, that he onely took Pen in hand to give a reaſon 
of his Faith, not that he does herein own them ' for his 
Maſters, but to render the ſentiments of the Proteflants 
publick; and: the reaforr he alledges for it is, that 'Reli- 
gion and Conſcience onely depend immediarely * 

on God. * *'p. 163. 

Some time after theſe circular Letters of the 

Clergy of France, were notified after ſomewhat an extra- 
ordinary manner, through all the Profeftane Churches 
in the Kingdom. The Intendents of the Provinces had 
order to convene the Conſiſtories for the reading of 
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them ; they had commonly among others, the- Prelates 
great Vicar, in, whoſe Dioceſe the Commiſſion was per- 
torm'd. As this was a caſe wholly new, and whoſe in- 
fluences created 'apprehenſions, our Churches waited to 
ſee what the condu&t of Charenton wou'd be in this mat- 
ter, that ſo they might dire& their -own courſe, by its 
Compaſs ; this courſe ſped according to their de- 
fire; thoſe of the Conſiſtory of Charenton were the firſt 
that were ſpoke to ; Monſieur Claude was choſen to an- 
ſwer, he did it with great Prudence and ſteadineſs, and 
his anſwer ſerv'd for a model to moſt of the other 
Churches, who were very glad to walk in the ſteps of 
ſo able a guide. This anſwer was Printed ; 'tis con- 
ceiv'd in few words, but full of ſenſe ; Monſieur Claude 
owns the auguſt CharaQter, with which Monſieur the /x- 
tendent was inveſted, and for which he declares, that he 
and his Church have a profound reſpect ; he therein 
proteſts that it was from this onely Fountain of ſubmiſſj- 
on, that proceeded the application they had uſed, in 
the reading of a piece, that had otherwiſe nothing but what 
was affliclin for our Churches ; he ifarther owns, 
the. mighty Station which my Lords the Prelates ſtand 
poſſeſt of in the Kingdom, by the dignity of their Offi- 
ces, and that rhey thereby challenge our reſpes, but 
that if they pretended to ſpeak to us in thoſe Letters, 
as from off an Eccleſiaſtical tribunal, he was bound in 
Conſcience to declare to them, that on that fide we do 
not at all acknowledge their tags & 

Matters in Religion had their mode in France like o- 
ther things ; that of Grace had for a long while polſleſt 
peoples minds; Monſieur Claude's diſpute againſt Mon- 
fieur Arzaud , occaſion'd the ſentiments of grace to'be 
little talk't of, The two parties wrote as if they had 
onely differ'd upon the fogle article of the real a 
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of our Lord Feſus Chriſt in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper. This battery had no ſooner ceaſed, but that 
they erected that of the Authority of the Church, and 
this ſeems to be what made the moſt noiſe, and on 
which-they moſt inſiſted, as ſeeming to thoſe Gentle- 
men, of a more efficacious uſe for conyerſion, than all 
the reſt together. During theſe mighty _ Diſputes , 
there was another kind of calmer Writers, who made 
Chriſtian morals their buſineſs, and who ever-and anon 
gave the publick little pieces which it greedily receiv'd, 
as finding therein wherewithall to recreate. it ſelf, from 
that great application which was neceſſary to.be had for 
other, the more lofty queſtions of Divinity. 

Monſieur Claude knowing that a man of his profeſſion: 
ought to doe all things for all, in order to the Salvation 
- of Souls, took the reſolution of writing upon a Subje&t 
of Morality, and compoſed a little Book, whoſe Title 
is the examination of ones ſelf, for 'the being duly pre- 
par'd for the Communion, the firſt of the Coremnthians, 
Chapter the 11th. Verſe 28. This is a Tra&, wherein 
man ſees himſelf ſuch as he is, in a faithfull mirrour. 
Monſieur Claude does herein make appear, - that he 
throughly knew -the heart of man, no feeble is there 
but he has penetrated ; he follows him in all the win- 
dings he uſes, to conceal himſelf from. God, the World 
and himſelf ; he takes off that Mask, ſhews his Naked- 
. neſs, his Miſery, condutts him. to our Lord Je/w Chriſt, 
as to his ſovereign good. In. the Goſpel does he take the 
Leſſons which ought to ſerve to illuſtrate and inflame 
him; he turns all theſe inſtruftions to the uſe of the holy 
Supper. Monſieur Claude does. farther ſhew , that he 

ly knew the World, as. an able Phyſician knows 
Poiſons, that is to fay, with no other deſign but to op- 
poſe their qualities. ' Theſe are. no. outragious _—_ 
: ike 


238 The Life of Monſieur Claude. 

like many others ; they are Juſt, yet have their ſeveri- 
ties, but withall, they are ever conformable to the ſtate 
of man upon Earth, and to his Duty ; and this is what 
renders them ſenſible to all the World : Whereas there 
are thoſe, that often vend us precepts of morality, ſo a- 
bove our reach, that they make no impreſſions upon our 
hearts, becauſe our hearts do not find in thoſe pourtraits, 
one ſingle CharaQter that ſuits with them. This little 
Book met with a very gratious reception ſrom all forts 
of perſons, and indeed, it muſt needs have a moſt extra- 


.crdinary privilege of goodneſs, ſince it carries in its 


front a licence of a famous Magiſtrate of Pars, of the 
7th. of November 1681. 
_. Monſieur Clawde's Writings made ſo much noiſe in fo- 
reign Countries , and eſpecially amongſt Protefants, that 
Groninguen cauſed a Profeſſours place in Divinity to be 
offer'd him in its illuſtrious Univerſity ; and this Town 
which had ſo highly ſignaliz'd it ſelf in thoſe late Wars 
being {till cover'd, if I might dare to fay it, with the 
ſweat and bloud of its Enemies, imagind that for the 
fulneſs of its glory, it ought to get this Buckler of the 
Reformation into its boſom, there to cauſe Sciences and 
Religion to flouriſh. This calling was direQted to Mon- 
fieur Claude in all the forms, and with all the inducements 
he could defire, but it was a difficult matter in this caſe, 
to ſurpriſe the vigilance and affe&ion of his Church, 
which too well knew the need it had of its Paſtor. It 
earneſily intreated him not to abandon it, at a time ef- 
pecially, when his preſence was ſo neceſſary to all the 
Proteſtants of the Kingdom ; he was willing to make 
it the Sacrifice of his temporal intereſt and repoſe , 
after which he moſt humbly rhank't the” Magiftrates 
of Groninguen for the honour they. had done him, and 
prepared himſelf to undergo the ntmoſt fury of that 
| Tempeſt, 
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Tungeſ » Which had fo long been lowring over our 


In the mean while, the Calamities of the Proteſtants did 
daily haſten on apace, the Church that met at' Charyen- 
ton, ſaw the Storm.coming, and the privilege of bein 
enlightned by the eyes of the Court, which it h 
made its ſupport for above an age, was no longer a 
means to juſtifie its Condutt ; it was wholly taken up- 
in warding oft the blows made at it by its Enemies, it 
was watchfull for the other Flocks, and the greateſt 
weight of this heavy burthen' lay upon Monſieur 
Claude's head. He ſhewed himſelf indefatigable , - he 
anſwered the Writers of the Roman Communion, who 
ever ſeem to ſingle out him in their works; he preach't 
as often as any one of his Collegues, was watchfull 
for the inward fafety, ſo to diſappoint it, rooted it 
out of others, and was carefull of the preſent, 
nay, and out of a providential Spirit, extended his 
thoughts and cares over the ſadeſt futurity. 

This is the true ſcite of Monſieur Clavde's heart and 
mind, till that fatal day , when he perceiv'd that all 
the ſolicitudes gf humane prudence were abſolutely in- 
available, and Afar he muſt of neceſſiry+ ſee the dif- 
perſion of all the. reformed Churches in France, by the 
bare revocation of the Edit of Narts, under whoſe 
Faith we and our Fathers had liv'd. 

This Edidt was publiſhed under the Seal, on Thurf- 
day the 18th. of December 168g ; the Gentlemen of the 
Con(iſtory had notice of it, they thereby apprehended, 
that they had no longer the liberty of Preaching, be- 
cauſe the Exerciſe ar Charenton was no longer per- 
form'd, but by virtue of a decree of the. Cauncil, 
which was revoke *by the bare publication that” had 
been newly 'mades nevertheleſs it was not-perceiv'd, _= 
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the Eccleſiaſticks made any ſtep to rob them of that ſmall 
conſolation, which they ſeem'd to have left of having 
the liberty of meeting once again in their Temple. 
This favour which would not have been conſiderable in 
the bottom, ſeem'd too great to the. Miniſters, and to 
ſome of the Ancients, that they open'd their Eyes to 
know the motives of it, and after a prety exact appli- 
cation, they perceiv'd it to be one-of thoſe preſents , 
which were to be diſtruſted, as coming from a ſuſpefted 
hand ; they nevertheleſs liv'd in a kind of uncertainty, 
trill Saturday at ten a Clock in the Morning ; the Mi- 
niſters appointed - to Preach were ready, when that 
they were fully inform'd of the deſign that was laid, 

of coming into the aſſembly to ſpeak to the people, du- . 
ring or atter the ation. The moſt prudent underſtood 
the conſequences of that day ; Monſieur Claude eſpecial- 
ly knowing by long experience, how far the zeal of Re- 
ligion does hurry thoſe, that are ſtrongly poſſelsd with 
it, was the firſt that deem'd it fitting not to Preach. 
He backt his opinion with ſeveral reaſons, which brought 
the reſt to be of his mind. It was expedient to hinder 
the people from repairing to Charenton,, the next day 
Monſieur Claude took care of this important matter, he 
faw plainer than the reſt the peril. he expoſed him- 
ſelf to; but he imagin'd that he was likewiſe thereunto 
called by the duty of his' Office. That a good Soul 
ought not- to be much concern'd, for the dangerous con- 
ſequences of a good :Counſell... He:gave-all the necefſa- 
ry orders, the t ing ſucceeded: according to his project; 
there was no Preaching at Charenton; and the event jaſti- 


fied that his foreſight was well grounded, that his fears 
were een that this turn he-gave to the. Rudder 'of 
a great Ship, that was goihg'to be Wrack't, departed from 
the- head -of a'-moſt / able-Pilot, :who"contriy'd to fave 

| the 
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the people whom God had committed to his charge, 
when he cou'd no longer hinder the wreck of his 
Veſſel. 

This Ceſſation of exerciſe, which had ſeem'd too ha- 
ſty to ſome, paſt for a Maſterly ſtroke in the opinion 
of others. The Eccle/raſticks knew it immediately, to 
be Monſieur Clazde that had broke their meaſures, and 
to prevent the over officious cares he might haye rende- 
red to his diſperſed Flock, they wou'd, faid they, ſpare 
him the pains of that fad ſpeftacle. He had fifteen days 
time given him, as well as the other Miniſters to depart 
the Kingdom, they found means to abridge that time ; 
for on Monday the 22 of December 1685, Which was 
the day on which the revocative Edict of that of Nants, 
was Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris ; Monſieur 
Claude received order, at ten a Clock in the Morning, 
to be gone within four and twenty hours. He obey'd 
with a profound regget, and went away attended by one 
of the King's-Footmen, who was to conduct him to the 
Fronteers of France, and who faithfully perform'd his 
Commiſſion, and yet did nevertheleſs carry himſelf very 
handſomly towards Monſieur Claude ; fo true it is, that 
uu merit has an aſcendant over thoſe very hearts, that 


o not love our Religion, Th 
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Onfieur Claude was not at a loſs, what foreign 
Countrey to chuſe for his retreat, his Son being 
Miniſter of the Wa/eon Church at the” Hague, byaſt him 
above all other .proſpe&s that offer'd themſelves to his 
mind. At Paris he took Coach for Bruſſels, his fame 
leading the way, occaſion'd ſeveral perſons t6 viſit him 
in his Journey ; he paſt through Cambray where he lay, 
was there preſented with what was s ſeaſon by the FA 
ſuits ; the Father Retor did him the honour to come 
and fee him, he made due returns to his Civility, and 
the diverſity of Religion did not interrupt that commerce 
of Compliments, and inſtances of a mutual eſteem. At 
hſt he arriv'd at the Z7ague, and the fatisfaftion he had 
to be in the boſom of his Family, whom the affairs of 
the time had ſeparated, made him for ſome moments, 
forget the peril he had been in, and the remains of a 
great fit of ſickneſs. ; 

In a few days aſter, he had the honour to pay his re- 
ſpets to his Highnels the Prince of Orange, he found 
that his merit had ſpoken in his behalf, he met with a 
gracious 'reception , and However great the Idea was, 
which Monſieur Claude had conceiv'd of his Highneſs, 
he own'd that fame, which commonly encreaſes objes, 
and which had ſpoken with ſo much luſter of his Life, 


had 
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had not as yet , had Voice ſufficient to Trumpet all the 
Heroick Vertues of that Auguſt Prince. 


Monſieur Claxde knew her Royal Highneſs the Prin- 
ceſs of Orange, to be a great and illuſtrious ſupport of 
Religion, that ſhe underſtands it in its ſource, and that 
a lively impreſſion is ſeen of it in her actions. He was 
deſirous likewiſe to kiſs her hand, he had that honour, 
and confeſt that he had ,never feen fo enlightned an un- 
derſtanding, with ſo much Piety and Majeſty united to- 
gether. 

Monſieur Claude did likewiſe pay his reſpe&ts to pers 
ſons of a very conſiderable figure in that State, and he 
could not ſufficiently admire the ſweetneſs and goodneſs 
of thoſe i|lu{trious heads, ' who at the coming out of their 
aſſemblies, where they have appear'd inveſted with the 
Majeſty of a Soveraign State, ſpeak and at a moment 
after with other men like private perſons, and as if they 
were their fellow Citizens. i 

Monſieur Claude was no ſooner arriv'd at the Zague, 
but that the Ele&or of Brandenburg did him the honour 
to think of him, in order to get him into his Territo- 
ries, This great Prince, whoſe bare name will be a per- 
fe Prcomium throughout all ages, cauſed an ho- 
nourable and uſefull employment in his profeſſion to be 
offered him ; but particular reaſons hindred him from 
complying, ſo as he could have with't, to this calling. 
Tlie reſt of his days were deſtin'd by the Providence of 
God, to theſe happy Provinces, and this potent State was 
willing he ſhould ſhare in that rich effuſion of its Chari- 
ty, which began to pour upon the Miniſters that had 
here taken retuge, nay, he was diſtinguiſh't from all the 
reſt by a moſt advantagious portion, and all concur'd to 
doe him-good. + The Prince of Orange took delight in ex- 
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erciſing his generous liberality towards him by a conſi- 
derable Penſion. v 

After ſo many troubles, the time now ſeem'd to be 
come, for Monſieur Clande to enjoy all imaginable quiet 
at the Hague. Nevertheleſs it is certain, that he was 
never leſs to himſelf, than when one would have thought 
he was the Maſter of his repoſe. His Houſe was the re- 
fuge of all the Unfortunate, oblig'd he was to hear their 
Lamentations, and eaſe their grief as much as in him 
lay. His diſperſed Flock daily preſented freſh objeCts to 
his eyes, but ſad{ and like ſo many Planks that had ef- 
capt Shipwrack. He received thoſe that were expoſed to 
temptation, was obligd to anſwer them, was inform'd 
that others were fall'n under it, and this was for him a 
matter of affliction and labour, to raiſe up theſe infirm 
perſons again from their fall. 

The laſt work of Monſieur Claude is of a different 
Charafter from the reſt, his little Book is ſo known by 
its ſelf ang its adventures, that I ſhould be affraid of a- 
buſing the Readers leaſure, it [ went about to inſert the 
particulars in this place. 

The EleQtor of Brandenburg being at Cleve, Monſieur 
Claude had the honour to pay him his reſpects, his E- 
tkRora] Highneſs expreſt to him the particular* eſteem 
he had for his merit, he was deſirous to hear him Preach, 
and accordingly he Preacht in his Palace, at two a Clock 
in the afternoon, upon theſe words, the 2 to the Corinthi- 
ans, Chap. 5. ver. 17. Therefore if any man be in Chriſt, 


| hes a new Creature: old things are paſt away, behold all 


things are become new. His Ele&toral Highneſs ſeem'd 
extreamly well ſatisfied with his Sermon, and utter'd his 
mind accordingly in terms moſt obliging to its Authour. 
Monſieur Claude return'd to the Hagae , poſſeſſed with 
the glory of that great Prince, who may ſerve = a 

Model 
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Model: to the moſt perſe&t Heroe's, if it be poſſible that 
there is any one that jmitates him; in the exerciſe of thar 
immenſe Charity, which he at this day; beſtows upon fo 
many unhappy perſons, and which bears all 'the marks 
of the holy fervency of the Primitive and happy days of 
Chriſtianity. 

After Monſieur Claude was return'd, we wou'd needs 
know of him the means that were-to be uſed- tor the re- 
uniting the Proteſtants, calld of the Contefſion of Aug/- 
bourg with thoſe of our Communion. He faid that in 
all probability this reunion wou'd not be a work of dif- 
putation, which commonly onely ſerves to exaſperate 
peoples minds, that we had reaſon to praiſe God, that 
there were no tenets eſſential to Salvation, that divided 
this holy houſe of the Lord, and that the ſhorteſt and 
ſafeſt way muſt be a wiſe temperament, which it wou'd 
be caſie to find out if all parties wou'd- concur: to' this 
good work, and hy in a ſtock of reciprocal' Charity, as 
might reconcile peoples minds, and wnite [their hearts in 
order to the framing one and the ſame Communion, 
without declaiming againſt each other. 'He was' more 
eſpecially of opinion, that the piety of Sovereign Poten- 
tates ought to be excited in this occaſion, and that their 
zeal for this peace, wou'd be a mighty help for the-acoom- 
pliſhment 'of this important defign:+ This overture, 
which we made to Monſieur Claude was again a new 
Subje& of admiration for him, in expreſſing to us the 
ſentiments of the Eleor of Brandenburg upon this mat- 
ter, for he told us that this great Prince had- diſcourſed 
him about this reunion with fo much zeal, that he was 
perſuaded, that if this piece was to be a. preſent from 
Heaven in our days, Divine Proyidence would principally 
make uſe of his Eleforal Highneſs, to whom this glory 
ſeem'd to: be reſervd as to Prince, who can belt - 

on 
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of- his heart, yet did:he/not tove' to have his Study inter- 
rupted im the:Morning;: he beſtowed the reft of the day 
all thoſe that 'were minded to fee him. » The time 
er .Supper was referv'd for his particular Friends, who 
took a moſt profitable delight in feeing and hearing him 
at:thoſe:hour®-of freedom, and in:chole cate converta- 
tions, we faw:;pertect 'Monſicur Claude diſcourting' with 
great openneſs of heart upon all matters, and eſpecially 
of that great reyolution which is ſeen at this day. in our 
concerns. \ His-CharacQter upon this Subject was humble 
and ſubrafiive; to 'the Providence of God, he ador'd its 
ſteps, but alſo.ſeid;that they were abyfſes, which were nor 
to be: roo much founded; that the fateft ''courte was to 
avail our ſelves of this Judgment of God, and in ſilence 
to expedt the aſliftance of his grace, theſe converſations 
ever endgd; : with the uſual exerciſes of piety in his Fami- 
lei; 3:0 Los voor at's nm: bole: 
” afarchis manger-did; Monſieur C/axde fee:the da 
of- his fad exile run .out-till : his laſt ſickneſs, winds 
full remembrance we q——_ mw =_ There 
was no regular exerciſe for preaching the Walon 
Church at the Hagnze, he nevertheleſs Preach't there now 
and then. with fo: ntach-edification;, that::ia' ending his 
Sermon, he excited in the minds of, his Auditours a paſs 
fionate longing; to hear him again, and it 'was to gratifie 
that deſire, that he refoly'd ro Preach 'on 'Chriftmas day 
the 25th. of December 1686: His Som-was gone'abroad 
that day, he: ſupplied: his place;: the circumftance = 
eaſon 
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ſcaſondetermin'd Him upon the choice of the matter, 


was to ſpeak of the -Saviouir of the Worlds 
— for that purpoſe did he chuſe theſe words of 
the Goſpel aceording to St. Luke, Chapter the r. verſe the 
30, 31, +. And: the Angel ſaid unto her fear not Mary, 
for thou haſt fornd favour 'with'God, and behold thou ſhalt 
conce iu® Þn thy Womb, and bring forth a Son and ſhalt call 
his name Jeſus, he ſhall be great, he ſhall be call d the Son 
of the Higheſt, and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the 
throne of his Father David, - and* he ſhall "reign over, the 
Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there ſhall 
be mo end. This Sermon was very Learned, paſſages it 
| had of extraordinary perfeQion, his fancy ever fruitfull 
and happy, appear'd as much in this occaſion, as in any 
other of 'his Lite. It afforded that turn fo fine and fo na- 
tural, which he knew how to pive to the matters he ex- 
plain'd, flaſhes there were, that did'in'no wiſe betray the 
drineſs and heavineſs of old Age, and we may fay in 
ſhort, that there was throughout obſerv'd that grandeur 
of Spirit which influences all his works, that to lively 
penetration, that fo wiſe, fo judicious 'a choice, which 
made the-ruling CharaQter of that incomparable Genius. 
He utter'd this Sermon with great eagerneſs, was heatet| 
and inflamed, and in all probability, this was the firſ! 
point of that fatal fickneſs which bereft the World of 
him. His whole Auditory was charm'd with his 2@ion, 
Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Orange, who is no 
le Illuſtrious, for the vaſt extent of her underſtanding, 
and a ſolid piety and without pomp, than through the 
bloud of ſo many Kings, whence the derjves her cxtracti- 
on, liſſen'd to this\Preacher, with 'a moſt ſteady applicati- 
on of mind, and'Was extreanily well ſatisfied with this 
his performance. SE 


le 
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It were:to. þe wilht that this Sermon was. Publiſh'd ; 
RA Sod ops rh .he had writ the greateſt part of 
it ; I am perſuaded his Son; wou'd oblige many people, if 
he cauſed it to be Printed as.it is, being a fragment that 
wou'd doe much hoggur. to tys.kether's-memory., : 

Monſieur Claude was.no{goner.at” home; buy that he | 
found. himlclt. extraordinary, weary þ he was. ſeiz'd that 
Evening with a moſt violent Rhume, ſpent the Night 
with ſome. uneaſineſs, and on the Morrow would have 
gone and heard the Sermon, whatever endeavours were 
uſed by his Family, to hinder him trom ſtirring abroad in 
that enacitng, . Fhat Night he had a Fever with pains 
throughout his whole Body, his Diſtemper was thought 
to be a Rhumatiſm, upon this principle did they pre- 
ſcribe for his Recavery, but the humours were in ſo very 
great a ferment, that there was no moderating the courſe 
of them by ,any Remedy. On the 6th. of Fanwary, he 
was preſt by moſt ſenſible pains, he was ſenſible of the 
decay of his Senſes, and as if he had had a full know- 
ledge, that he ſhou'd not ever have the liberty of expreſ- 
ſing his thoughts; he told his Son that he defir'd to 
ſpeak with me, I repair'd immediately ro his. Houſe, and 
in the preſence of his Family, he told me his mind in 
theſe terms. 

I was deſirous faid he to me, to ſee you, and make my 
Declaration before you ; I am, added he, a miſerable ſin- 
ner before God ; I moſt heartily beſeech him to ſhew me 
mercy, for the ſake of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, and I hope 
he will hear my Prayer, being the promiſe he made to 
repenting Sinners. I have reaſon to praiſe him for the 
blefling he has *laid upon my. Miniſtry, which has not 
been fruitleſs in his Church, which is an efle&t of his grace, 
for which I adore his Providence. 6. 256 


He 
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He took a little breath, and it was to tell us, that he 
had with great application examin'd all Religions, bur had 
found none worthy of the Wiſedom of God, and capable 
to lead a man to true happineſs, fave the Chriftian Reli. 
gion. He then added, that among the divers ſentiments, 
which divide Chriſtiavs upon the Subje& of Religion, 
which he had carefully Studied, he had found that the 
Reformed Religion was the onely good Religion which 
was to be followed, that it was entirely found in the 
word of God, that this was the Fountain from whence it 
was to be deriv'd, and that this Religion was as it were 
the Trunk and Body of the Tree, to which it became us 
to keep ſteady without ever forſaking it. This is my opi- 
nion ſaid he to me, and I was willing to declare it to 
 Ye- 
I wou'd have told him, that I was not ſurpriz'd to hear 
him diſcourſe in theſe terms, towards the end of his days; 
after what he had taught the publick by his Boo 
which had been of fo great an Edification to the Church. 
Let us break off there ſaid he to me, and let us not ſpeak 
of praiſes at a time when moments are ſo precious, and 
when they ought to be employed to a better uſe. Here 
we let fall the Converſation, for that I perceiv'd his pains 
preſt him, and that he askt to be put to Bed. 

A very worthy perſon, and one of his intimate and 
ancient Friends, wou'd needs paſs that Night, being Mon- 
day the 6th. of Fanuary, in his Chamber, that he might 
do him ſome ſmall Services. His pains were moſt advan- 
tageouſly rewarded; he had the opportunity of hearing 
him diſcourſe of the happineſs of thoſe that had letr 
France for Religion. He made the application of it to 
him, he beſought him, he exhorted him as a Paſtour and 
as a Friend, to enjoy that . Privilege, as a bleſſing which 
cannot be ſufficiently valued. 


H The 
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_ The following days nature-ſeem'd to-make an utmoſt 
eflort to bring him off. He complain'd of « great pain 
in the Arm that was free, vas climagit to' be a ſpice of 
the Gout ; he was a pretty while in this pain, and we in 
hopes through this new Diftemper, which in all likely- 
hood wou'd ſave his Life. But his Strength decaying 
through the raging of the Fever, andthe length of the Di- 
ſeaſe, did not help nature in that indication it ſhew'd us; 
I olten faw him, and began to deſpair of his recovery 
on Friday, becauſe I perceiv'd he was threatned with a 
Delirium, which wasa thing we moſt dreaded. 

His Wife askt him it hewas not ſorry to leave her ; no, 
anſwered he, becauſe I am going to my God, and I leave 
you in his hands in a free Countrey, what canlI deſire 
more either for you or for my ſelf? 

On Saturday in the Evening, Monſieur Claxde wou'd 
needs Write to the Prince of Orange, he made uſe of the 
hand of one of his Friends, for that his own was too 
weak ; this Letter was ſhort and conformable to his Con- 
dition, it expreſt the State of his mind and heart, in 
thoſe laſt moments of his Life. He ſign'd it with ſome 
trouble, his Highneſs receiv'd it, and that great Prince, 
who ever places the concern of Religion in the firſt rank 
of ſo many other important matters, which depend upon 
his Condu@, underſtood the loſs the Church was going 
to have; and all Heroas he is, he was fenfible upon per- 
uſing it of his being'a man as well as we, it thereby al- 
ſo appear'd, that he valued and lamented the dying per- 
fon, and ſhar'd deep in an affliction common to ſo many 
good Souls. | 

On Monday Morning, Monſieur Claude askt to ſpeak 
with his Son, as ſoon as he was come to him, he em- 
brac'd him tenderly, and ſaid, I am leaving you my Son, 
the time of my departure is at hand. His Son m_ 

ve 
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have told him,- that his Diſtemper was not yet deſperate ; 
but he replied, I have':ns hopes fave' in the mercy of 
God, that is my principal Sanctuary, take it alſo for your 
ſelf my Son, and never take any other. 

Preſently after, ſeeing that Monſieur Claude grew wea- 
ker, I askt him whether he wou'd give his bleliing to his 
Family, who requir'd it of him through my Mouth ; moſt 
willingly anſwered he, immediately his Wite fell upon 
her knees by his Bed-[ide, and he ſpoke to her in theſe 
terms z My Wife, I have always 'tenderly loved you, be 
not afflited at my Death, the Death of the Juſt is ſweet 
and precious before God, in you have I ſeen the ſenti- 
ments of a ſincere Piety, I praiſe God for it, be conſtant 
in ſerving him with your whole heart, he will bleſs you, 
I recommend my Son and his Family to you, and beſeech 
the Lord to bleſs you. | LETS 

His. Son kneeling- by his Mother, did hkewife ask his 
bleſſing, Monſieur Claude who lov'd him as a Father , 
though he liv'd with him as a Brother, expreſt great Joy 
at this Requeſt; and made him anſwer ; My Son, I have 
obſerv'd in you two Characters, which have mightily 
pleaſed me, that' of an honeſt-man, and that of a man of 
Honour, maintain theſe CharaCters to the laſt. You have 
choſen the right ſide, perform your Office as a good 
Paſtour, and God will bleſs you ; I recommend your Mo- 
ther to you, love her, reſpe&t her, T am perſuaded you 
will not fail in this, and that ſhe will make you -ſutable 
returns. Be rmindfull, added he, of this Domeſtick, take 
care that ſhe want nothing as long as ſhe lives ; I give 

my bleſſing. Hereupon theſe two afflicted perſons 
had not the power to make him an anſwer; their tears 
and filence ſpoke for them. © © - _ 4999p 

I crav'd/ his bleſſing for my ſelf, he was-affe&ed and 
wearied, yet did he give it me according'to my _ 
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After that I faid Prayers, he bid me be 'thort, and al- 
ledg'd this reaſon for it, I am under that oppreſſion ſaid 
he, -that I am not capable of applying my mind at this 
moment, to more than theſe two great truths, to the 
Meditation of the mercy of God, and to the Graces of 
the holy Spirit. That 1s a great deal, Sir, faid E to him, 
they are two moſt abundant Fountains of Comfort for 
you, I pray'd God for him, and then it was thought fit- 
ting we ſhould leave him to his reſt. | 

After the Sermon in the Morning, they pray'd for him 
in the Church, but without naming him. At Noon 
Monſieur Menard and Monſieur Faquel/or came to ſee 
Monſieur Claude; Monſieur Menard had been his Col- 
legue at Pars. After ſome ſhort diſcourſe upon Mon- 
fieur Claude's Sicknels, ſaid Monſieur Claude to Monſieur 
Menard, pray, Sir, let's talk of things more important, 
and more available for me, I am in a State of Death, but 
I hope that God will grant me mercy, for the ſake of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt his Son, who is my onely Juſtice ; 
Monſieur Menard ſeconded this thought, which Monſieur 
Claude had ſtarted, and Monſieur Claude's pangs com-« 
ing thick upon him, this converſation ended with- a 
Prayer. . 

Monſieur Faquelot 'expreſt to Monſieur Claude his con» 


cern at his illneſs, to which Monſieur Claude made an- 


ſwer after a very handſome and Chriſtian Manner, in 
praying God to bleſs him. 

Monſieur Carre came into- his Room at one a Clock, 
as ſoon as Monſieur C/aude ſaw him, he told him that his 
laſt hour was drawing on, and that in a little time, his 
Son would be without a Father, but that he beſou 
him that he wou'd be a Father to his Son. - ; 

Monſieur Carre told him that he had an eſteem for his 
Son, that he lov'd him and. ſhould ſerve him in ge 

could, 
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could, that they were Collegues, and that onely Death 
' ſhould part them. Moanſicur Claude the Father thank't 
him, declar'd he died ſatisfied, and was very intent upon 
the Prayer which Monſieur Carre made for him... 
> Though Monſieur Claxde had not been [nam'd after 
the Morning Sermon, the report of-the danger he: was 
in, was immediately ſpread about the Church; and the 
affetion people had for him, with their pity - and fear, 
drew a world of people to his Houſe ; more eſpecially I 
found there ſeveral Ladies of his acquaintance, and Gen- 
tlemen, who expreſt how deſirous they were, to hear 
Monſieur Claude ſpeak and receive his ' bleſſing : I ap- 
prov'd of their deſires, but: added, that it would 'be a 
hard matter to procure them that conſolation, becauſe 
his Head was not at liberty: to talk. long together ; they 
nevertheleſs urg'd me. :to-make the propoſal .of it, I ac+ 
cordingly did fo, and- that too- immediately; cellmg him 
what was: defur'd of him;! I added; that -the laſt words 
of. a man. of. his Character and- Merit, would” edifie' as 
much as ſeveral. Sermons, and that he owed:this Succour 
to: the Zeal and Calamities of! thoſe good Souls that 
requir'd this comfort of [him:;' a God's name replied: he, 
this. deſire is Juſt, appoinit'a fitting! time for it which you 
know beſt, and whuctt accordingly was immediately ap- 

inted, but he was no longer in-a condition to ſpeak, ' he 
fad had a Delirium, which did mrtgns bim the _ 
of roſecuting ing -2-diſcourſe,: in- fuch: a- manner as. might. 

ll been expected-of. him :+r 1:12 11 
He was again pray'd'for in- the Church, in the After- 
noon Service; and it-was thought convenient he ſhould 
be named. Monſieur 4rbufſe Preaching at thattime, faid. 
before he enter'd-upon;his Prayer, that-there'was one of 
our Brethren that deferv'd to' be lamented by all good: 
people, that.it was Monſieur Claude, that. they were to 
| pray 


1 | 
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(pray Gbd'for-him, the whole Congregation feem'd much 


concern'd at this name 3 Monſieur A4rbafſſe pray'd to God 
with great zeal, was herein accompanied the whole 
Church, which could not forbear weeping before hand, 
for the loſs they. were going to have. 

After five a Clock at the Evening Sermon, Mon fieur 
Du Vivie \pray'd God for'Monſieur Claude , the inſiſted a 
pretty while upon this point, his grief and zeal excited 
likewiſe the grief and zeal of the Congregation which 
diflolv'd into tears. 

At nine a Clock Monſieur D« YVrvie came to fee him, 
as ſoon as he drew near his Bed, Monſieur Claude gave 
hin his bleſſing ; you have prevented my wiſhes ſaid Mon- 
fieur Du YVivie to him, Thad a deſign to ask you your 
bleſſing ; -Ged confirm: it! to you, Monſieur Claude made 
tum anſwer. Some time after Monſteur D# vie told him, 
chat jr became him-to rhink bf « petfet Juſtice, "that may 
ſerve before the Tribunabiof God;' where he:was going to 
appear, ahd'that, he knew very well that this wlko oe 
onely to be; found- in! our. Lord - Feſw Chriſt, ' who was | 
made- to us: by God, Wiſedom;: Juſtice, SanQificatior, 
and Redemprion:; thats all: ny \hypes anfwered Monfiear 
Ctande, ihe added this © at:hengrh, Z fav in\whom 7 
have tlieved, Tc. ' After which Monficur' Du YVivie laid 
Prayers,, which the fick-man!liſſen's to with. great atten- 
tion.” | n | 0: 1at; | i & 075.1 26 

Half an hour after; Monſieur: De Y3uie agkt him ow he- 
ther he did not find, that his Conditioh-had;tome affinity 
with/the 73 Pfalm:i\ My flaſh falltth and mize heart alſo, 
but God is the ftrength of ixgine he art and my-P ortion fortver. 
' Monſieur 'Clauge'' rais' up: his Voice 'afid ſaid twice 
Amen, Amen;.'hegwvethis-bkeflidignts ſome perſon ef his 
GT that:agkt/ir bf0hilm's! there "was!* mlly a 


erving young Lady). whowskr:hirh whether he. would 
umpart 
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impart his-bleſfing toher as well 'as' to' the reſt, why 
ſhould: I not give it you he anſwered her, T have ſeen evi- 
dent inſtances of yaur diſcretion and piety, I pray God to 
bleſs you. 

Monſieur Claude falling into a Slumber, his Son wakt 
tum from time to time, to give him Conſolation ; *twas 
done.in few words, he being too weak to proſecute a long 
difeourſe, he askt him if he did not place all his confi- 
dence in the death of his Saviour, yes Son replied he, 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt is my onely Juſtice, I need no other, 
he is all-ſufficient, I askt him whether he was not much 
pleas'd in being thus comforted by his Son, I am very 
well fatisfied he replied, let him continue, I faid Prayers 
and ſtaid with him till eleven a Clock, 

- On Monday the 13th. of January, a fad day for us, I 
was call'd up at five a Clock in the Morning, to go ſee 
Moafieur Claude, who was become extraordinary weak ; 
I fpoke to him but little, he being in great Agonies veca- 
ſion'd by pains in his Stomach. - At ten'# Clock I drew 
near his Bed, and ſeeing him in-a quieter condition, I 
askt him-whether he knew me, yes faid he to me, with 
a-vaice pretty ſtrong, you are my Paſtour, my whole re- 
courſe is to the 'mercy of God; 1 expe& a' better life 
thar'this, help-me to fortifie me in the exererſe of medi- 
tation and Prayer. Notwithſtanding his pains, finding. 
him conſtant in his pious inclinations; ' I took upon me 
the right of his Paſtour, that he'had*conferr'd upon me ; 
I ſpoke to-him of the finfulneſs of mankind, and' of the 
riches of the grace of God, that have appear'd m- the 
Death of our Saviour Feſus Chrift;-and I exhorted him: 
to place his whole confidence in the Death of that- good 
Saviour. - Theſe few words excited his piety, he gave us 
moſt ſenfible teſtimonies:of his Repenitance, and- of the 
ſtedfaſt Faithi-he had: in 6ur Saviour  Feſvs Chri/?; and - 
ens 


hm 


56 The Life of Monſieur Claude. 


| this happy - moment. did- I alſo apply that ſo precious 


Balm, which oor - Saviour Feſus| Chrift has: put into our 
hands, for the conſolation. of repenting Sinners. Be aſ- 
ſur'd ſaid I to him, Brother, that your Sins are forgiven 
you, through the mercy of God, I declare it to you in 
the name of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who has given us 
a Commiſſion for ſo doing ; and I beſeech him that he 
wou'd ratifie it to you, by the ſentiment-of your own 
Conſcience, this Declaration which he liſſen'd to atten- 
tively afforded him mighty Joy ; I am perſuaded faid he 
ro me, that God will hear the ſighs of my Soul, and 
your diſcourſes, let us befeech him ſo to doe, by the 
Prayers I beg you would make in my behalf, according- 
ly we fell upon our knees and I pray'd God for him. 

At two a Clock in the Afternoon, there was no longer 
any ccnnexion in Monſieur Claxde's diſcourſe, nay, and 
we avoided engaging him to ſpeak, for fear of augmen- 
ting his Delirium ; We pray'd often for him in that inter- 
val. Art five a Clock, he had ſomewhat a violent Potion 
given him for to rouſe his Spirits, but all ineffeually. 
At ſeven a Clock, he became ſtill much weaker, yet did 
he ſtill hear, .but was become ſpeechleſs. I bid him give 
me a ſign whether he underſtood me, and that he ſhould 


give me his hand; accordingly he reach't it to me, I 


took his hand, and faid theſe words of the 3 1.-P/aim to 
him. Jnto thine hand 1 commend my ſpirit, for thou haſt re- 
deemed me O Lord God of Truth ; at theſe words he preſt 


- my hand, and ſtrugl'd to raife his head, 1 cofninued to 


# 


exhort him and faid Prayers. 


Monſieur 4rb»ſſe came to ſeg\him; and pray'd by him, 
for he was ſo weak, and his ſenſes ſo ſpent, that Prayer 
was the onely aſſiſtance he could receive from us. This 
exerciſe laſted till half an hour paſt;Elevenat Night. On 
the 13th. of January 1687, Menſitur: Hrard and 1 did 


nor 
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not ſtir from his Bed-ſide till his laſt gaſp, when we faw 
him calmly expire at that time, and reſtored his Soul in- 
to the hands of God, 

Thus Lived, and thus Died Fohn Claude in his 68 year, 
after having ſo worthily perform'd his Office , for the 
ſpace of forty two years or there abouts ; he was by na- 
ture quick and lively, but ſubmiſſive to reaſon and faith ; 
he was Civil, Modeſt, Illuminated, wiſe in his Councells, 
a true Friend, officious without being troubleſome, cha- 
ritable but with choice, and much concern'd for the evils 
the Church labour'd under. + He underſtood the World, 
ſhrifted into intreagues, and improv'd all theſe lights to 
the repoſe of the Flocks of the Lord. He had a ſagacious 
Wit, a vaſt Imagination, a nice Judgment, a juſt Choice ; 
his expreſſion was clear, ſprightly and ſtrong, his know- 
ledge paſt the teſt of Meditation, he had fram'd an 
ealie platform of all matters of his Profeſſion ; each ob- 
jet came in its due place, as ſoon as he ſpoke or writ, 
and all this was maintain'd with an exa& method and 
mighty beauty of Language. He was a learned Divine, 
a great Preacher, an able and zealous defender of the Re- 
formation, a rigid obſerver of our confeſſion of Faith, an 
enemy of all ſych ſentimenrs as might have diſturb'd the 
peace of the Church, and the _P of Religion, and to 
the regulations of our Diſcipline. He was of eaſfie ac- 
cels, ' frank and fluent Converſation, and all theſe great 
qualities were ſeaſon'd with ſuch profound humility, that 
when he ſpoke, he ſeem'd to forget what he was, to fit 
his diſcourſe to the meaneſt underſtandings. In France he 
liv'd belov'd by his Friends, eſteem'd by his Adverfaries, 
and his name which has paſt with ſo much luſtre into fo- 
reign Countries, has there gain'd the admiration of thoſe 
very people, who did not love his Religion, and ever will 
be had in veneration in the C__ a 

ele 
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Theſe Characters 'are to ibe feen-in the works the 'has 
given us, and if his Son will 'farther enrich the tpublick 
as is hopd with other Writings, that have not yet ſeen 
the light, they will furniſh us with new ftrokes, torender 
the portrai&t of this _ man the more accomplifhr. 
For to have an Heroick Idea of him, we muſt ſtudy him 
and his works. 


Remember them which have the overſight of you, which 
have declared unto you the word of God, whoſe faith fol- 
low, confidering what hath been the end of their Converſa- 
tion, Hebrews Chapter the 1 th. Verſe the 7th. 


FINIS. 
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Books Printed for Thomas Dring at'the rorner 
of Chancery-lane iz Fleetſtreet. 


N impartialCalleftion of the great affairsof State,from 
the beginning of the Scorch Rebellion, in the year 
1639. to the Murther of King Charles I. wherein the firſt 
occaſion and the whole Series of the late Troubles in Ex- 
gland, Scotland and Ireland, are faithfully repreſented. 
Taken from authentick Records and Methodically digeſt- 
V '. ed by John Nalſon L.L.D. in 2 Vol. Fol. 

Syſtema Agriculture, or the'Myſtery of fdusbangry diſco- 
vered, treating of the ſeveral new and molt 
ways of Tilling, Planting, Sowing, ng, \Qrdering, 
Improving of all ſorts of Gardens, Ore Meadows, 

ures, Corn-lands,”'Woodsand Copices, as.alſo of Fruits, 
Corn, Grain, Pulſe, New-heys, Cattle, Fowl, Beaſts, Bees, 
Silkworms, Fiſh, Sc. with an account of the ſeveral n- 
ftruments and Engines uſed in this Profeſſion, to which 
is added Xalendarium gs or the mg nary 
monthly Directions, the —_ s of ;Dearth, 
Scarce, Pleny, Sickneſs, Heat; Cold, Fraſt, Snow, Winds, 
Rain, ,Hail, Thunder, &c. and Diltionarium Ryſticum, 
[ or the jg ps prota Terms B; mo work 
being 0 t advantage to t delight in 

that Anryere PraQife. The Fourth Edition R-4 

correted _ —_ by F. W. Gent. Folio. 

Almahide, or:the Captive (Queenan | 

* mance;never befare in Exgli/h. The whole 
French bby the accurate Pen of Manſteur - 
nour of Notre Dame. Done into Engliſh by F. Philips Gent. 
The Hiſtory of the Holy War, being an exact account 
of the — of the Kings of England and France, and 
ſeveral other of the Chriſtian Princes, for the Conqueſt 
of Jeruſalem, and the reſt of the Holy Land ; _— = 
ey 


t mew Ro- 
wrigen,ja 


| kom the great Actions, Battles,Seiges, difficult 


honourable Retreats, admirable Strategems, re- 


gular ConduQts, and brave Performances of the Chriſtian 
Armies, in all the ſaid Expeditions, Done into Eng/i/h by 
Dr. Nalſon. Folio. | ; 

The DoGtine of the Jeſuites, delivered in a plain ſincere 
| diſcourſe to the French King, concerning the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Jeſuites in his Dominions. Written in French 
| by a Learned Roman-Catholick, and now tranſlated into 
Engliſh, quarto. 

A Colle&ion of the Church Hiſtories of Pa/eſtz»e, from 
the Birth of Chriſt to the beginning of the Empire of Dis- 
cletian. By F. M. B. D. quarto. 

Mr. Claude's Anſwer to Monſieur de Meaux's Book, in- 
titled, A Conference with Mr. Claude, with his Letter toa 


Friend, wherein he anſwers a Diſcopric of M. de Condom, 


now Bithop of Meaux ," concerning the Church, in quarts 
The ſecond Part of M. Claude's Anſwer to Monfieur de 
Meaux's Book, intitled,a Conference with Mr.C/aude, being 
an Anſwer'to Monſieur Meaux's References; in quarto. 
The whole duty of a Chriſtian, containing all things ne- 
ceſſary bothasto what he is toknow and doe for obtaining 
a happy Eternity, to which is added more particularly di- 
retions how to prepare for a comfortable Death,inTwelves. 
An infallible way to Contentment in the midſt of pub- 
lick or perſonal Calamities, together with the Chriſtian's 
courage and incouragement againſt evil tidings and the fear 
of Death. 
The devout Communicant exemplified in his hehaviour 
before, at, and after the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
Practically fuited to all the Parts of that ſolemn Ordinance. 


